What Will Heaven Be Like?
Revelation 21:1-5

March 12, 2006

QUESTION:  Are you looking forward to Heaven?


Chances are, if you’re like most people, you’re not!  Oh, you’d prefer it to the alternative, but all-in-all, most of us would rather stay here as long as we can, and we fight to do so, no matter how sick or sad our life on earth may be!


Problem is, most of us working hard to get there, but don’t really know much about where we are going.  Like spending thousands of dollars on a vacation, and never find out about your destination!  
But, we’re not just investing money, we’re investing our lives.

Lots of misconceptions, based on movies such as “Heaven Can Wait.”
· Endless tedium

· Disembodied eternity of sameness

· Unending church service

In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain portrays a similar view of Heaven.  The Christian spinster Miss Watson takes a dim view of Huck’s fun-loving spirit.  According to Huck, “She went on and told me all about the good place.  She said all a body would have to do there was go around all day long with a harp and sing, forever and ever. So I didn’t think much of it… I asked her if she reckoned Tom Sawyer would go there, and she said, not by a considerable sight.  I was glad about that, because I wanted him and me to be together!”

If Miss Watson had told Huck what the Bible says about living in a resurrected body and being with people we love on a resurrected Earth with gardens and rivers and mountains and untold adventures – now that would have gotten his attention!

There are 582 references to Heaven in the Bible in 550 different verses.   The good news is, the bad news about a dull and disembodied eternity is wrong!  

And we can know about it:

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”  (That’s where so many people stop when they are quoting that verse.)

—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (NIV)
HEAVEN IS A REAL PLACE

 “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”  Isaiah 65:17 (NIV)

But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.  2 Peter 3:13 (NLT)

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.  Revelation 21:1

There is so much that could be said about heaven, but first let me say that: Heaven will be real. Heaven will not be some ethereal existence where we float about as spirits without bodies. Why would God take the trouble to create a new earth if there was not going to be anyone to live on it? Why would we be given new bodies if we were not going to live in a material world? 
It is my understanding of Scripture that we were originally created to live as earth dwellers in a material world. Adam and Eve were not placed on a cloud, but on the earth. Heaven will be Eden restored. We have been living east of Eden since Adam and Eve sinned, but the day will come when the original paradise God intended us to be a part of will be restored. 
The new Jerusalem is not floating in space, but comes down to earth.

It will be a new earth — restored and redeemed — the place we were meant to live.

What will it be like?
THREE BIBLICAL IMAGES OF HEAVEN:

1) A Garden
The Lord God took a handful of soil and made a man. God breathed life into the man, and the man started breathing. The Lord made a garden in a place called Eden, which was in the east, and he put the man there… The Lord God put the man in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and to look after it.  Genesis 2:7-8, 15  (CEV)

God created man to live in a garden.  God created man to work the garden.


Look around world, in every culture, people make gardens.  Where they can’t grow plants, they make gardens of rocks.  It is written into the very fabric of our being.

The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing.  Isaiah 51:3 (NIV)

When sin entered Eden, part of God’s curse was that Adam would now till soil that produced thorns.  
Where once there were thorns, cypress trees will grow. Where nettles grew, myrtles will sprout up. These events will bring great honor to the LORD’s name; they will be an everlasting sign of his power and love.”  Isaiah 55:13 (NLT)

In Heaven, the curse will be removed!
But, Heaven will not be a regression to the original Eden.  Not all wear skins (or go around naked) and return to agricultural society.  
Heaven is also pictured as

2) A City
Then I saw New Jerusalem, that holy city, coming down from God in heaven. Rev. 21:2 (CEV)

Amazingly detailed description of the New Jerusalem.  
Symbolic, but also clearly meant to be understood as a REAL city.

The city wall was broad and high, with twelve gates guarded by twelve angels. And the names of the twelve tribes of Israel were written on the gates…The angel who talked to me held in his hand a gold measuring stick to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. When he measured it, he found it was a square, as wide as it was long. In fact, its length and width and height were each 1,400 miles. Then he measured the walls and found them to be 216 feet thick (according to the human standard used by the angel). The wall was made of jasper, and the city was pure gold, as clear as glass. Rev. 21:12, 15-18 (NLT)

Disneyland “The Happiest Place on Earth.”  People flock by the millions to enjoy a few days of fantasy.  What first thing you encounter as come through gates?  
“Main Street USA,” which is a city! (A city surrounded by gardens.)

 Resonates with our deepest desires, but a pale reflection of Heaven!

Size: 1400 miles cubed.


Lots of room!  Stretch from Canada to Mexico, Appalachian Mountains to California boarder.  And, same distance high!

15 times, referred to as a city.


What makes a city?

· People, activity
· Buildings, streets
· Homes, culture and blending of cultures
· Arts, entertainment.  Food.

Gates = People enter and leave.


“Never shut” because no enemies.

And beautiful:
Foundations—building foundations are usually underground, and cannot be clearly seen, but this one is visible, and not only visible, but 12 layers thick! And each of the 12 foundations is garnished w/ a different jewel. 

Jasper – vibrant red
Sapphire-blue
Chalcedony-greenish blue
Emerald-deep green
Sardonyx-white w/ brown streaks
Sardius—blood red
Chrysolite-yellow quartz
Beryl-green
Topaz-yellowish green
Chrysoprasus-apple green
Jacinth-blue
Amethyst-purple

And what’s inside the city?
Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. Revelation 22:1-2 (NLT)

City with a river flowing through it.  Tree of Life in center.  With, by the way, time and seasons. Things change in heaven.  Not daily repetition of same old same old.

How do you feel about city living?

Kathy lived in Philadelphia for 15 years.  Recently returned for two nights of vacation.  She saw the skyscrapers, beautiful river, luscious parks, delicious foods.  Missed it.  Yes, there is crime, dirt, drugs.  Human city stained with human sin.  Heavenly city dynamic!  No crime.  No pollution. No overcrowding. All of the advantages of a city, with none of the disadvantages.  
3) A country
They were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. Hebrews 11:16 (NIV)

Our citizenship is in heaven. Philippians 3:20 (NIV)

The heavenly Jerusalem is the crown jewel of Heaven, but it’s not all there is to know and see of heaven.  Heaven is an endless country, filled with endless wonders to explore.  A world created for you, and a world that you were created for.
Most important aspect of Heaven –

I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: God’s home is now with his people. He will live with them, and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his home among his people. He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever. Revelation 21:3 (CEV)

God will live with us, and we will live with God.  Just like in Eden, in perfect intimacy.

LOTS OF UNANSWERED QUESTIONS!  We’ve barely scratched the surface.

· What actually happens to me when I die?

· If this is Heaven, what is the alternative?

· What will I do in Heaven?

Other questions we’ll be addressing along the way:


What will my body be like?  Will I recognize my family and friends?


What about babies?  What about angels?

Will there be animals in heaven?


Will I be able to eat food in heaven?   

Is there football?  Golf?

What will my relationship with my spouse be like?  Will there be… you know?


C.S. Lewis pictured Heaven in the Chronicles of Narnia.  As the children arrived, they found themselves in a very familiar place – different, yet the same.


“And of course it was different; as different as a real thing is from a shadow or as waking life is from a dream…  The difference between the old Narnia and the new Narnia was like that. The new one was a deeper country: every rock and flower and blade of grass looked as if it meant more… The Unicorn summed up what everyone was feeling…’I have come home at last!  This is my real country!  I belong here.  This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now.  The reason why we loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes looked a little like this.”
WHAT WILL HEAVEN BE LIKE?


Simple answer is, all of the things you love best about the Earth will be there, but when you get there you’ll discover that the things you loved best here were but a pale reflection of their reality in heaven.

CONCLUSION:

The story is told of a time when Albert Einstein was going on a train to an out-of-town engagement. The conductor stopped by to punch his ticket. The great scientist, preoccupied with his work, with great embarrassment, rummaged through his coat pockets and briefcase to no avail. He could not find his ticket.

The conductor said, “We all know who you are, Dr. Einstein. I’m sure you bought a ticket. Don’t worry about it. Everything is O:K.”

The conductor walked on down the aisle punching other tickets. Before he moved to the next car, he looked back and saw Dr. Einstein down on his hands and knees looking under his seat trying to find his ticket.
He came back and gently said, “Dr. Einstein, please don’t worry about it. I know who you are.”

Einstein looked up and said, “I too know who I am. 

What I don’t know is where I’m going!” 

Three people die every second.  180 every minute.  11,000 every hour.  250,000 every day will go directly to either Heaven or Hell!

Do you know where you are going when you leave this life? You can know with absolute certainty.


Heaven is a gift that is freely bestowed upon those who are trusting Christ to save them. Have you come to Christ for forgiveness? Are you trusting Him as your Savior and Lord? If you are then you can, according to God’s Word, be guaranteed a place in heaven.
