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Illustration: 

The stadium was packed full; everyone was waiting for the race to start; everyone was cheering for their favorite  100 meter racer.   Everything looked fine; the only thing was that the racers were special men with physical incapacities.  The shot to start was heard; everyone started to race toward the goal; everyone had one thing on their mind - to get to the finish line.  The race was about to finish.  Suddenly, something happened - one of the racers fell and was badly hurt; he couldn’t continue with the race; the stadium was in complete silence.  Something happened that touched the souls of many; the whole group of racers stopped and looked at the fallen racer and decided to all go together to help the fallen racer to his feet.  The wounded was carried by all the racers and all together, they crossed the finish line. The stadium was filled with joy and cheering.  There were no losers that day -  all were winners.
 This account is taken from a true Special Olympic story which teaches us the true moral of  life The reason for living is not to get to the finish line in less time with the most toys; rather, the real meaning of life is to accomplish the purpose of God in our life and being able to live a meaningful, spiritual life.
One of the most named biblical figures in the bible is a special personality called King David.  What comes to mind when we think about David is David the poet, author of dozens of Psalms that showed the closeness and intimacy with God the creator. Also, what comes to our mind is that a courageous young warrior who killed giants.  Indeed, he was a man that did not listen to the odds of being an underdog; instead, he was one determined God-servant that was able to listen to the voice of the Lord and being able to win great victories that made Israel the greatest Middle Eastern nation of his time.  He is also well remembered as being the forefather of the long awaited Messiah King.  
I can continue with a great list of qualities of David’s good character, however, there is always a “but” in our life.  The truth is that the bible does not hide the bad side of King David’s character.  He was a traitor, an adulterer, a murderer; he was not able to deal correctly with the misbehavior of his children.  David was a man sensible to the Spirit of God, he repented quickly when confronted by the prophets of God and he truly showed a heart that was looking to please the heavenly Father.
But the truth is he was a human being that we can now identify with, a simple human life that needed the grace of God.   Yes, our God and only Him could foresee what David’s life should have been.   Only God could refer to David by saying, “I had found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.” (Acts 13:22)
This is our God, our Father, full of mercy that will “Passover” our sins because of the redemptive sacrifice of the Lamb of God, Jesus our Lord.   This is the Jesus that we preach about; this is the Triune God Father, God Son and God Holy Spirit.  The same God here in the bible is the same God that wants to help us do our ministry here in our city; a ministry that will accomplish the will of God.
The same way that our Lord worked to make someone out of David, someone that would do everything that God wanted him to do.  Praise be to God.   Let me tell you that HE, our heavenly Father, is also able to accomplish with us what seems difficult in our secular society.  To make this church a bastion of Sanctity, a church with a prophetic call to be light in the darkness for this fallen generation.
Let me tell about the story that we just read in the First of Chronicles, Chapter 21.  We see one of the sad mistakes of King David.   After winning battle after battle, he openly makes a big mistake with inconsideration of God’s commandments.   No one was to be censured in Israel.  The stronghold of Israel was to rely only on God -  He, and only He, was the defender of the nation.  Censuring the soldiers to find out how many men were able to use the sword was considered an open rebellion against God’s protection.  This was punishment by death.   The story tells us that even his general, Joab, first tried to convince his King to desist from such a crazy idea.  The bible says that David prevailed and Joab was forced to accomplish this task.   After the census was done, thus came what Joab was afraid of: the punishment of God over Israel. 
God sends Gad, the seer, and tells David to choose the punishment:  three years of famine, three months at the hands of his enemies losing the battles, or three days at the sword of the Lord.  David chooses the last choice and the sword of the angel of God started devastating the land of Israel -  seventy thousand men laid dead at the end.

Here is what today’s lesson teaches us: David was a man that knew the heart of God.  He knew how to truly worship him.  David made a wise choice by knowing God and that it was better to be in the hands of a God that was a merciful God than being in the hands of his enemies.

Here is the most important biblical principle that is hidden and to be discovered by us:  In order to please God, we must know how to bring a meaningful burnt offering of sacrifice.

When Gad, the prophet, told him “go build an altar in the threshing floor of Araumah the Jesubite”, he was quick to respond and comply with God’s request.  The story says that the Jesubite offered the land and the oxen as the burnt offering and the threshing sledges for wood and the wheat for the grain.   David knew what the requirements were for a sacrificial offering to God.  David responded: “I will not take to the Lord a burnt offering sacrifice that cost me nothing.”
This really influenced my mind and changed my whole system of giving to God a sacrificial offering.  This biblical principle teaches me that I must be very careful in what I bring to the Lord as a sacrificial offering in my daily life with the Lord.   How I relate to him in my daily life is something that I easily put last on my daily agenda.  Or is He the most important appointment I have in the day?
Someone once said wisely: ”Show me your agenda and I will show you who is important in your life.  Show me your checkbook and I will tell you where you are putting your riches. Jesus said: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

The book of Acts says the following about David: “For when David had served God’s purposes in his own generation he died.” (Acts 13:36)
King David knew what it meant to bring a meaningful sacrificial offering.  King David was a man that understood the principles of success:  It was not getting to the finish line the fastest with the more toys.  Rather, it was to accomplish the  purpose of God in his life.  He knew what being a joyful giver meant. He was not allowed to build the Temple, but David had all the materials and resources needed so his son, Solomon, could build the temple, as Chapter 22 in I Chronicles states.  He always went beyond his own capacities.  What is it that you think you cannot accomplish, I will show you a God that will help you to accomplish the impossible.   It could be something you want  regarding family matters, goals in your life, or it could be church matters, like this ministry.  
I challenge you to meditate on what is the purpose of life.  Are you trying to get to the finish line the fastest so you are forgetting to enjoy the most important things in life such as being a true worshiper, your family, your ministry, your call.  Nowadays, there is a lack of volunteers ready to serve in the church.  There is a lack of financial resources.  Why?  Because our eyes are not correctly set on the Lord.
 I challenge you to meditate and consider making changes in your life to find what is the purpose of God for you in this ministry.  What are you leaving for the posterity of this church?  King David,  a simple human being, was able to serve God’s purposes in his own generation. Will you?  What is our purpose as a church?  I understand that our purpose is to accomplish the mission what God has called us to do:  to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all creatures and to disciple and teach them the ways of the Lord; to send and sustain missionaries in our cities, country and overseas;  to prepare a house for the Lord that will have open doors to our next generation;  to plan new churches.  To do all this, we need you.  
We need your Commitment.  We need your Passion.  We need your faith.  We need your prayers and support.

To be a good steward in serving the Lord includes dedicating your life, your time, your talents and your financial resources.  Remember, we are in thw Special Olympics - we are all wounded,  in need of Jesus, and we need each other.  Let’s race together to the finish line.  Amen
