Making the Holy Spirit Happy
Ephesians 4:25-32
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Growing up, pastor always said, “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

I knew about Father & Son.  But Holy Spirit (or Ghost) was a mystery.



Who is this third person of the Trinity?




Does HS have any relevance to life today?

If you want to get to know God, then you need to get to know the Holy Spirit.  This morning, an introduction, with some practical applications for our every day lives:
The Holy Spirit first came to the Church on ____Pentecost_____

On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, the believers were meeting together in one place. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.  Acts 2:1-4 (NLT)
Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them, and it filled the house where they were meeting. 
Imagine scene!

Jesus had promised to send his Spirit.  Waiting and waiting, not knowing what to expect.  
Spirit described in Old Testament – there at first day of creation.  
Promised that church would receive “power.”

Then, wind and flames and miracle of languages.  
Led to 3000 new believers that day!

The Holy Spirit gives the church ____GIFTS___ 

And now, dear brothers and sisters, I will write about the special abilities the Holy Spirit gives to each of us, for I must correct your misunderstandings about them. A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the entire church.  1 Corinthians 12:1,4,7
..

 HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/5"  Now there are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all…

God is a gift-giver.  (Jn. 3:16)  Gives salvation, but doesn’t stop there.

Some gifts: Teaching, service, speaking other languages, discernment, preaching, evangelism, hospitality, generosity.  Many more.  Check out Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4.

Two important things you need to know about gifts of the Holy Spirit:


These gifts are given for the ___COMMON GOOD____


Who gets them?  __EVERY CHRISTIAN_____



Some may have only one, some many, some may appear when needed at different times in life for ministry.  You are gifted!  (Next year, C.L.A.S.S. 301)

WHEN YOU CALL ON GOD, GOD OFTEN ANSWERS YOUR PRAYERS THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Other works of the Holy Spirit include (but are not limited to):


-Counselor (John 14:16)  will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.

-Prayer partner (Romans 8:27)    “The Spirit intercedes for the saints…”

-Helper (Romans 8:26)  “The Spirit helps us in our weakness.”


-Power (Romans 15:13) “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
The Holy Spirit not a human being, but the Holy Spirit is a ____PERSON___


Referred to as “He” rather than “It”



Important, because you can’t have a relationship with an “it,” but you can have a relationship with the Holy Spirit.  God.



Some indications in Scripture:



1) The Holy Spirit can be ___LIED​___ to.

Story: All the believers selling their possessions and contributing to a common pot to care for the poor.  No welfare!




This was voluntary!



Ananias and Saphira sell property, and give PART of proceeds.  But say that they gave it all.

Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  Acts 5:3 (NIV)

You can’t lie to a thing.  I can’t lie to my bureau.  I can’t lie to my wife’s hand.


You can only lie to a person.

2) The Holy Spirit ____GRIEVES____

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God  Ephesians 4:30 (NIV)
God has every emotion experienced by human beings.  Joy, love, anger. Grief!


You have the power to grieve God!

Four major works of the Holy Spirit:


___CONVICT___ us of our sin.


___CALL_______ us to Christ


____EQUIP______ us for service


___CONTINUE___ to make us holy

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;  and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV)
to be made new in the attitude of your minds;

Our kids learning English.  Right now they can get along pretty well.  Amazing after being here just over a year.  Kathy and I could say, “Ok, that’s good enough.  They’ve learned enough to get along.  From now on they are on their own.”


No!  Why?  We love them, and GOOD ISN’T GOOD ENOUGH.



“Good is the enemy of great.”
God loves you just the way you are, and loves you too much to let you stay this way.

Second purpose God has for your life: You were created to become like Christ!
God’s desire is not for you to be a good Christian.  God’s desire is for you to be a GREAT Christian.


God’s desire is not for this to be a good church.  God’s desire is for this to be a GREAT church.  


How?  Constantly, consistently, persistently working to become more and more like Christ.


When we stop at step two, we hurt the Holy Spirit by ___MINIMIZING____ the work of Jesus on the cross.

HOW TO MAKE THE HOLY SPIRIT HAPPY:

Worship God with your ____WORDS____

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor…Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  Ephesians 4:25, 29 (NIV)

Negative: Don’t lie.  Don’t let unwholesome talk come out of your mouth.


(Gossip)

Positive: Use your words to edify, build up.  A word of praise and encouragement is an act of worship!


Don’t become a “God-talker,” but do become a person who’s talk is godly.

Make the Holy Spirit happy.  Worship God with your words.

Honor God with your _____HEART____

And “don’t sin by letting anger gain control over you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27for anger gives a mighty foothold to the Devil.  

Ephesians 4:26, 27 (NLT)

Negative: Don’t sin in your anger.  


Everyone gets angry. Anger isn’t sin.



But don’t let anger control you.  Devil would love to see your anger lead to unwholesome talk or actions.  Divide family, church.

Positive: Speak the truth in love. (Eph. 4:15) As discussed last week, in moments of anger, CHOOSE to see other person through God’s eyes.  Pray for them.  Serve him.  Love her.

   Make the Holy Spirit happy.  Honor God with your heart.

Glorify God with your ___GIVING____

If you are a thief, stop stealing. Begin using your hands for honest work, and then give generously to others in need.  Ephesians 4:28 (NLT)

Negative: Don’t steal.  Do you really think this was a problem in the Ephesian church?  Lots of ways to steal.  Income taxes.  Steal credit.  Jockey for best seat or honor.


Positive: Use hands for giving.



Focus on what you can give and let God worry about what you’ll get.

Harry Truman: “You can accomplish anything in life, provided you do not mind who gets the credit.”

Use your spiritual gifts by focusing on others.

If you’re a parent, what can possibly make you more happy than hearing that one of your children went out of their way to share with someone else?  That they’ve used their gifts to help others?


Make the Holy Spirit happy.  Glorify God with your giving.

GOD’S PROMISE: You are _____SEALED____ by the Holy Spirit

He has put his seal on you for the day you will be set free. Ephesians 4:30b (GWT)

Cattle are branded to indicate ownership.  God’s Holy Spirit in you is God’s permanent seal on you.  You are his, and he is yours.  Now, and forever.


God cares about you.  God loves you with an everlasting love.  No one will ever love you with the same intensity with which God loves you.

Getting to know God.  Getting to know the Holy Spirit, God’s wonderful gift to the Church.  God’s amazing gift to you.


Around you


Within you

Comfort, teacher, and power to fulfill God’s purposes in your life.

PRAY:


Thank you for Holy Spirit.


Help us to know you better and love you more.


Help us to live lives worthy of our calling.


We know that all-too-often we grieve the Holy Spirit through the choices we make.  Forgive us, we pray.  What we really want to do is to live such righteous and holy lives that we make you smile – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

