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INTRODUCTION: 

The Rev. Michael R. Miller tells this story:
  "A man was once traveling in a strange city.  Off the main street was a little alley lined with small businesses, most of them antique and curio shops.  He was fascinated by that winding street of strange stores.   And, as he moved along the crowded cobblestones, a weatherbeaten sign swaying in the wind caught his attention.

  "It read simply, "Nothing Broken Beyond Repair."  This was a shop for broken things.  The business specialized in shatterdness - broken toys and mementos, china and vases and marred furniture.  By the same token there was something optimistic about the sign and the store.  As he paused to watch for a time, the man saw a number of people making their way into the building.

  "They were from all walks of life - the wealthy, the poor and those in between.  They were carrying things to be repaired - things of value - precious at least to them - things once whole that now needed mending.  And he was struck by the fact that brokenness is no respecter of persons - or age or sex or anything else.

  "But most of all, he was impressed by the sign, "Nothing Broken Beyond Repair."  For the sign had universal implications.  It spoke a message of hope to those who had been hurt because something meaningful had been broken."
  Jesus first sermon was preached on a text from the prophet Isaiah - verses that speak of the power of God in a broken world.  In these verses, Isaiah asks and answers the question, "Just what place does God have in our lives when instead of things coming" together, they seem to be falling apart?
I. BRING ____GOOD NEWS___ TO THE POOR

Most surprising thing about the birth of Jesus is that he was born poor, and spent early years of his life as a refugee.

As a man, circulated easily among the rich, but never lost his special love for the poor.

Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “I will give half my wealth to the poor.  Lord, and if I have overcharged people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!”  Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today.”  Luke 19:8-9

Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the kingdom God promised to those who love him?  James 2:5

II. HEAL THE BROKEN HEARTED

Who here has never had their heart broken?  It happens in so many ways.  As a child, our heart may be broken by the loss of a favorite toy.  As adults and young adults, by the loss of a girlfriend or boyfriend.  At any age, by the death of someone whom we love.

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.   Psalm 34:18

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
Psalm 147:3

  Our hearts break when our expectations of the future are dashed by betrayal, or by circumstance.  Our hearts break when faced with unrequited love and failed dreams.

  Jesus comes to comfort those who are frightened by the mystery of life and death and to assure them that "In my Father's house are many rooms...therefore be neither troubled nor afraid."  Jesus life is an assurance that there is more to come.

  And Jesus comes to heal the broken hearted who know their sin and failure - who acknowledge their shortcomings and estrangement and who ask forgiveness.

  Jesus comes with assurance that love for God is never unrequited love.  That God's love you is boundless.  That as you commit yourself to a relationship with Jesus Christ, you will never be abandoned or betrayed.  That God's promises for the future are certain, and sealed in the resurrection.

III. RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES

  Jesus comes to proclaim release to the captives.

  This works two ways.

  On the one hand, Jesus set in motion a new concern for humanity through social justice.  You cannot be in a relationship with Jesus Christ without being concerned for those who are held captive in our society by desperate poverty, or racial prejudice, or sexual stereotypes, or inadequate education.  If God's love is boundless, then God's love through us must be boundless also, and the people of God cannot be content with systems that methodically keep people away from the freedoms and benefits of our society.

  But there is also a moral and spiritual captivity.
Thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  Romans 6:17-18

  I have spoken to people who are enslaved by addictions which control their lives, which cause them in moments of weakness to do things which they know are wrong, or harmful, and which they do not want to do.  Addictions to drugs, and alcohol, and addictions to pornography, and food, and violence; even addictive relationships.

  I know Christians who struggle daily with dark forces which imprison their dreams, warp their consciences, degrade their dignity and demean their personhood.

  Some people think that freedom means being able to grasp anything you crave.  But true freedom is being able to master your wants, and do only that to which you aspire - that which builds and strengthens and edifies and brings true joy.

As a result, God in his kindness has given us his approval and we have become heirs who have the confidence that we have everlasting life.  Titus 3:7 (GWT)

  Jesus comes to set life free.  And as we turn our lives over to Jesus, link by link, inch by inch, Jesus breaks the chains which bind our souls.  Freedom in Christ means to become what God has called us to be - heirs of God's kingdom.

IV. SIGHT TO THE BLIND

And Jesus comes to help the blind recover their sight.

  We've all heard the stories of those to whom Jesus gave physical sight.  But there is much more to sight than the light that pours through your eyes.

  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 
2 Corinthians 2:4-6

  The great gift of Jesus was that he opened the eyes of people not only to the wonder and majesty, but also to the nearness of God.  He helped them to see the light of God's presence in ordinary places and in ordinary people.  He helped people sense their own self worth and to see God's love for them in the symbol of the cross.

V. RELEASE THE OPPRESSED

  And, Jesus came to release the oppressed.

  There are many pressures that weigh on us as we go through life.  Different kinds of stress that press in on different people.  They overwhelm, stifle and constrict us.

  Now, we come up with a lot of ways to try to relieve our stress.

  We can go to exercise classes and aerobicise our way out of the stresses of life.  Or we can try meditation, or medication, or self-help tapes.  And they all relieve the symptoms....for a while.

  But still people feel the pressure to succeed, to make more money, to buy a better car or house, to get better grades, to build a better body so that you can find a prettier girl or a hunkier guy.  To wear the right clothes to fit in and be popular.  To join the right clubs, or impress the right people.  To live up to the expectations of our friends, or our spouse, or our boss, or our parents.

  But there is another answer. 
   Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. For my yoke fits perfectly, and the burden I give you is light.”  Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle, and you will find rest for your souls. 
                           Matthew 11:28-30

   Jesus said.  I'll accept you just the way you are. Jesus is the divine partner, the personal fellowship, the eternal presence offering grace and strength to live abundantly, in spite of our burdens.
CONCLUSION:

  Jesus first sermon had as its theme "Nothing Broken Beyond Repair."
  His final sermon, preached from a cross, had the same theme.  For in his brokenness he brought God's healing to all of us - personally and individually.  The cross symbolizes the fact that God, through his incredible grace, can make all things new.  God can rearrange the dynamics of the most impossible situation and change defeat into victory, hopelessness into expectation, and brokenness into wholeness.

  That's really what Christian faith is all about.

  We admit our failures, our sins, our estrangements from others, our poor attitudes, our hypocrisy, pretending and game playing.  We do acknowledge our brokenness in a broken world.

  But not beyond repair.
  But we are never so broken as to stop trying - to live as if we must be content with our shatteredness.

The result of this knowledge: HOPE
  Christian faith is a celebration.  It celebrates our possibilities as we accept God's direction for our lives and his resources for our needs.  "Remember me,"  Jesus says, "I was broken that you might become whole."
  Praised be God's holy name.

