The Jesus I Never Knew: In The Storm

December 10, 2006

Mark 6:45-52

Sometimes life gets tough! It can get messy fast and, sometimes, there seems to be no end to it and no end to how bad it can get. 
This morning’s Bible reading tells the story of a time when the disciples, Jesus’ close friends, were caught in the middle of a lake in the middle of a terrible – life threatening – storm. It was a literal storm, but what happened there in the middle of that lake can help us when we face storms in our own lives.

You know what I mean by storms?  I mean the storm of a financial crisis when you loose your job, or you are downsized, or your hours are cut back while your expenses continue to climb. I’m talking about the storm that comes when the doctor says “It may be cancer.”  I mean the storm of a child who’s making bad choices that you fear will lead to terrible consequences, and there seems to be nothing you can do to stop them.  I’m talking about the storm of a relationship that is abusive, or a love that ends. I’m talking about any trial that comes your way.

Watching these men endure this time of testing can teach us some truths we need to know when we face our storms. And we will face storms! In fact, you are in one of three places today: In a storm, coming out of a storm, or preparing to go into a storm. 

Regardless of where you might be today, you need the lessons taught here to help you endure your time on life’s stormy sea. As I bring this message, I want you to keep the last phrase in v.52 in mind, "and the wind ceased." 

----

Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and head across the lake to Bethsaida, while he sent the people home. After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. Mark 6:45-46 (NLT)

I. HE SENT THEM (45-47)

The disciples have just had an amazing spiritual experience – they’ve shared in a miracle so astounding that it’s the only miracle of Jesus that’s recorded in all four gospels – the feeding of the 5000.  If you’ve ever been on a spiritual retreat or had a miracle in your own life, you can imagine the spiritual high they are on.

Jesus needs some time alone with the Father, some time to pray, so he sends the disciples off without him. He tells them to get into their boat, and head across the Sea of Galilee, to the town of Bethsaida.

Now you need to have an accurate picture of what the Sea of Galilee is like, because when you hear the word “Sea” you may think “Ocean.”  In fact, this is a lake.  It’s a large lake, but not an exceptionally large lake.  It’s about eight miles across, which means that from just about anywhere on the shore you can see across to the other side. It’s also surrounded by mountains, with a narrow pass at the north and south ends where the Jordan River enters and leaves the lake.

Because of the geography of this lake, it is prone to sudden and violent storms. The wind comes through the mountain passes, and something called the venturi effect, the speed of the wind increases dramatically, whipping the lake into a frenzy.

When the disciples start out, the lake is calm. But when they are about half-way across the wind begins to blow. The storm comes. The waves grow. They begin rowing and bailing. Rowing with all their might to make headway toward land. Bailing to keep the boat afloat. But no matter how hard they row, they are making no progress. They are 4 miles out. It’s four miles to go back, four miles to get to where Jesus told them to go. 

They are stuck.

Now, here’s an important point, and I don’t want you to miss this:

The disciples found themselves in the storm because they were in the will of God. 

They hadn’t set off on their own to do their own thing. They were neither ignoring Jesus nor acting in conflict with what Jesus had told them to do.

In fact, if they had disobeyed Jesus, they would have been safe on land. There was only one reason why they were in that boat in the middle of that lake in the middle of that storm, the only reason they were stuck and struggling, was because they were doing exactly what Jesus had explicitly told them to do.

Many Christians hold myths about storms. 
Believe that obedience to God produces smooth sailing. Some Christians believe that every time something bad happens to you, it’s either punishment or the consequence of sin.  This is nothing new. There’s a story in John 9 that shows this belief.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. John 9:1-3 (NLT)
Sometimes we do drive into storms because we’ve gotten off of the route God has planned for our lives. When we sin, we often do have to bear terrible consequences, even through in Christ we are forgiven.
But some storms are not the result of disobedience. Sometimes it is because we are perfectly within the will of God that we find ourselves battling the wind and waves.

But here’s an important truth. It was true for the disciples on the lake, and it’s true for your life today.
We are safer in the storm in God’s will than on land out of God’s will!

You see, there is something that the disciples didn’t know but we do.

When they were stuck in the middle of that lake, fighting the wind and waves, couldn’t move forward, couldn’t go back, feeling all alone, feeling helpless and afraid…
II. JESUS SAW THEM 

Jesus saw that they were in serious trouble, rowing hard and struggling against the wind and waves. Mark 6:48a
The story doesn’t really give us the details about this, but if the disciples were like other people I know in situations like this, I can only imagine that they were praying.  And they were not praying the kind of elegant religious prayers we pray in church. They were not praying “Oh Lord, you are the great and merciful God, and we rejoice in your bounteous provision…”  I suspect that they were praying the kind of gut-level prayers that all people pray when we’re stuck and afraid.  “GOD!  HELP US!  OH JESUS, WHERE ARE YOU? HELP!”

And the thing is, as far as they can tell, their cries were being drowned out by the waves and lost into the howling of the wind. As far as they could tell, they were on their own.

But they were wrong.  Jesus was completely aware of their need. He was in a place of perfect perspective. He could see the boat, he could see the shore, and he could see their struggle. 

This describes our trials sometimes. 
Jesus knows what you are fighting against right now! – 
 I go east, but he is not there.  I go west, but I cannot find him.  I do not see him in the north, for he is hidden.  I look to the south, but he is concealed. But he knows where I am going.  And when he tests me, I will come out as pure as gold. Job 23:8-10 (NLT)

God knows what He is doing! Our job is to submit to Him and allow Him His way in our lives. 
And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.  Romans 8:28 (NLT)

Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 2 Corinthians 4:17 (NIV)
III. JESUS CAME TO THEM (48b-50a)

1. In the darkest hour.  This storm came at about 3:00 in the morning. If you’ve ever stayed awake all night, you know that this is the time of the night that the darkness seems darkest, and the day seems like it will never come.

2. When all possibility of human help was removed 

God demands that He receive all the glory
3. He came in His own time - 

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV)

God is seldom early, but He is never late!

The disciples had seen the feeding of the 5000.  They were excited about it. They were on a spiritual high. But they really didn’t understand it. They were not that different from the rest of the crowd. Jesus wanted to take them to a new level of spiritual trust and understanding. To do that, they needed to go through a storm.
As I think back over the times of greatest spiritual growth in my life, they were never during a time of calm.  It’s always been when God has allowed me to go to a place where my own personal resources were inadequate, where nothing I could humanly do could save me, when I am stuck – unable to go forward or backward.  Those have been the times when God has touched my heart or touched my circumstances in a way that the glory could go to no one other than him. Those have been the times I’ve grown.

When you are stuck with no place to turn or escape, God is ready to move you to the next spiritual level.

Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. He intended to go past them, but when they saw him walking on the water, they cried out in terror, thinking he was a ghost. Mark 6:48b-49 (NLT)

Isn’t it amazing that when Jesus came to them, they didn’t recognize him. In fact, they thought he was an even greater threat than the storm itself! They thought he was a ghost. It wasn’t that they didn’t know Jesus – they had been living with him for quite some time. It wasn’t that they didn’t know his power. They had witnessed many miracles. But they were so wrapped up in their problems, and they were so overwhelmed with the impossibility of their situation; they were so convinced that they were alone and that they had no one to depend on but themselves, that they were not looking for him.
God often intervenes in our lives at times and in ways that we least expect him.

You know the joke about the man who was stranded on the roof of his house during a flood, and he prayed for God to help him?  The waters kept rising and along came one of his neighbors in a boat who said, “Harry, get in.” And Harry said, “No thanks. I’ve been praying and I’m waiting for God to save me.”  A while later some Red Cross workers came past in a raft and offered him a ride.  “No.  God is going to save me.”  The waters continued to rise.  A helicopter came and dropped a rope.  “Grab hold of the rope!” “No, I’m praying and God is going to save me.”  Finally the waters rose over the roof, swept him away, and Harry drowned.” When he got to Heaven he was incensed!  “God! How could you.  I prayed and prayed and I believed you were going to save me.  Why did you let me drown?” And God, of course, replied, “I sent a boat, a raft, and a helicopter. What more could you want?”
When you are facing a storm, keep your eyes open for Jesus.  He may appear in some supernatural way, but it’s just as likely he’ll appear in the hands of a friend, a neighbor, a family member, even a stranger. But God will be there to supply your need.

They didn’t recognize Him, because they were not looking for Him! How many times have we missed the presence of God in our time of need?

IV. He calmed their storm v.50b-52 

Jesus speaks right into the midst of their fear and terror. He says, 

“Take Courage. It is I. Do not be afraid. Then he climbed into the boat and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.”

Sandwiched between “Take Courage” and “Don’t Be Afraid” are those three huge words, “It Is I.”

Jesus didn’t walk out onto the lake to rescue the disciples from the storm. He could have calmed the storm from the shore. Jesus sent them out onto that sea, and into that storm, so that he could reveal himself to them. 
It was an Epiphany. A revealing of God. A disclosing of the true nature of who Jesus really was. Somehow they had missed it. Jesus was God. The ruler of the universe in human flesh and they still had not full understood. He fed the multitude that they might see his all-sufficient power and dominion over all creation. But somehow they missed it.
When we lose our perspective in the middle of the storm, Jesus says, Take Courage, it is I, Don’t be afraid. When Jesus says, It is I, what he means is, It’s OK. I am here. I am sufficient for you. Whatever temporal problem you are facing in this world today, it’s nothing compared to the eternal glory of my plan for your life. 

When Jesus says, “It is I” it sounds familiar, doesn’t it?  He’s reminding us of when Moses was facing a storm – when God had called him to save the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and Moses asked, “Whom shall I say sent me?” And God said, “I AM.”  “It is I.”

If you are in the storm and you’re not making headway, Jesus is saying to you today, “Don’t be afraid, It is I.”

Then Jesus stepped into their boat.


Really, this is symbolic of Jesus whole life.  Jesus, the God of Heaven, who was present with the Father and the Holy Spirit at creation, heard the cries of this world. He saw that we were drowning in our sin. He saw that our situation was hopeless without him, and he stepped down out of heaven and into our world, so that we could know the love of God and receive his salvation.


And in the midst of the storm, Jesus left the shore, walked through the storm, and stepped into the boat. He entered their fragile little world.  And as soon as he did, he calmed their storm – 

The waves and the winds laid down at His feet like little puppies! 

"...And the winds ceased!"

He can calm your storm also! 

Jesus: “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.” Matt. 28:18 

Conclusion

The most amazing aspect of this story, to me anyway, is verse 51. What amazes me the most is that we are just like the disciples. Our storms rage, we finally call upon the Lord, He stills the storm and we stand there with our mouths open and say "WOW!". And, all the while, He is waiting on us to call on Him. 

What is your storm today? Jesus can handle it! 
He sent you – on a journey of spiritual growth


He sees you – you have never left his sight

    
      He will come to you – climb into the boat with you in the midst of your trials.



He will calm your storm – in his perfect time. 

Both the storm raging around you, and the storm of fear within.

Sometimes, He calms us in the storm. He can still the storm in your heart right now. 
Perhaps your problem is sin related - Jesus is a specialist in this area. In fact, He even suffered death so that He might be able to take care of your sin problem. But, He can’t do it until you come to Him and ask! Won’t you come?

Come on, call on Him and in His time, the wind will cease in your storm too. 

To God be the glory! 

