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Have you ever been lost? 

I remember a time when I was in Florida, trying to catch a flight home on a Saturday night, and somehow I missed the turn-off for the airport. After I’d been driving for a while, I began to think something was wrong. I should be seeing planes overhead by now. As I continued to drive my concern turned to worry, and eventually panic when I realized that not only was I driving the wrong way, but I’d been driving away from the airport for almost half-an-hour, didn’t know where I was, and was almost surely going to miss my flight.  It’s a terrible feeling, being lost.
A more profound lostness is found in many people’s personal lives. It’s a spiritual lostness: Lost in a meaningless existence and realizing that they are on the wrong road – the dreams of their youth haven’t happened, and the direction of their life seems set, trapped in the consequences of choices they made years before.
You know the picture of the donkey trying to reach the dangling carrot, it never quite reaches. Or the child at Christmas who rips his presents open but is never satisfied and ends up playing with the box.

A few years ago Mike Tyson was declared bankrupt. At last count he owes creditors $30 million dollars.

In an interview after his final defeat against journeyman Kevin McBride, he said, “Who am I? What am I? I don’t even know. I’m just a dumb child who’s been abused and robbed by lawyers; I’m just a fool who thinks he’s someone."    Lost.
David Byrne from the Band Talking Heads says it in one of his songs entitled, "We’re on the road to Nowhere." It really epitomizes the mindset of the 21st century.

Or, for an earlier generation Diana Ross summed it up when she sang the theme from Mahogany: “Do you know where you’re going to, do you like the things that life is showing you? Where are you going to; do you know?”

That’s why it makes a refreshing change to hear the clear, unequivocal voice of Jesus say "I AM THE WAY THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE!"  Jesus is the one who offers clear direction through life’s maze.

I AM THE WAY.

Here we have an exclusive statement but also one, which is also fully inclusive, in that it is open to everybody to receive. It’s a statement, which goes against the grain in this secular world.
The very fact that Jesus says “I am the way,” suggests that your life has a plan and a purpose. God created you with the idea that there is somewhere God wants you to go, and something God has in mind for you to do.

Our secular world gives a nod to religion, but ultimately suggests that there is no God, there is no meaning to life, you’re just a bunch of chemicals coming through the goo, to the zoo, right through to you. Going nowhere.

No, says Jesus. I AM the God who is there. I AM the God who made you. I AM the way for you to fulfill your life’s purpose.

And what is that purpose? 
Well, the one overriding purpose of your life is to have a vital, loving relationship with the living God, and ultimately to live with God forever in Heaven.

How do you find God?  Some say finding God is like one huge mountain and were all going up to the summit it from different angles but we will all reach the summit ultimately we just get there different ways.

It’s a nice thought isn’t it, but that is not what Jesus teaches here. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.

Jesus says I am the only way. 

Yes the way to God is like climbing a mountain, but the only way we will get to the summit is with Jesus. He is the anchor man who goes ahead of us. Jesus is the lynch pin he is the one holding the rope as you climb that mountain you are trusting in Him with your life its He who enables you to get to the summit. There is no other way.
Does that mean that all of the other religions of the world are wrong?  Well, I’d put it this way: The other religions of the world all have some of the truth. They all get it a little bit right. They have some of the truth. Jesus is the truth.

Yes people are trying to climb that same mountain, yes they are seeking God, but they have got the wrong tools: They are sincerely following a faulty map. Their trust is not in Jesus. 

What are you trusting in? 

I am sure you’ve heard the amusing story about the plane going over the Atlatic ocean with the only people on board the pilot a scientist, a minister and a back packer. The plane has engine trouble and the pilot goes to the passengers to inform them of the situation. He explains that the plane is about to crash and that there is only three parachutes seeing that it’s His plane He informs them that he’s taking one and jumps out! Leaving three passengers and two parachutes. The scientist says " Well I’m on the verge of a scientific breakthrough I will be sorely missed." So he jumps out, leaving the backpacker and the Minister. So the minister says, "Look mate I’ve had a good life I know where I’m going and you have your whole life ahead of you, you take the last parachute." Then before the Minister could finish his words the young back packer says "No worries mate. Do you see that scientist who jumped out?” "Yeah." “He’s just jumped out with my back pack!" 

You can really believe that you’ve got the right thing but you could be mistaken. Are you trusting in the right thing? It’s only Jesus where trust needs to be placed. Only He is sufficient to save you in this life and carry you over safely into the next.

THE TRUTH

We live in a postmodern world, where most people seem to believe that there is no ultimate truth. What might be true to you might not be true to another. You tell me your truth and I’ll tell you mine. 
That reminds me of Jesus when he stood before Pontius Pilate a man of power and influence: When Jesus explained he had come to testify to the truth Pilate sarcastically replied "What is truth?" 

Pilate misunderstood all that Jesus stood for because in Jesus we see the fulfillment of 100’s of prophecies relating to his eternal existence his Birth his life His death and resurrection here we have a person who is different. In Jesus we see the embodiment of truth. 

Winston Churchill once said, “Truth is incontrovertible, ignorance can deride it, panic may resent it, malice may destroy it, but there it is.”
You know, when it comes to spiritual things, people can (and do) believe just about anything.  And usually what we’re inclined to believe is whatever version of the truth makes us feel like we’re pretty much ok on our own. That things are alright, just the way we are.

Like the doctor who tells you to take an aspirin when He knows you’ve got cancer  -- That advice is no good to you. You need the truth so the problem can be dealt with in a proper manner. 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8 (NIV)

Jesus tells the truth about the human condition, He’s the great physician, He calls people to repent. Many were unsettled by what he said and would never except it, considering themselves good people. But Jesus explained he had not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. 

He is saying that no matter what you think the problem is in your life, the real problem is that every one of us is living with a spiritual cancer in our souls called sin. We’ve all lived with it so long that we think it’s normal, but it isn’t.

Many of you know that about nine months ago I was diagnosed with Sleep Apnea. I was shocked! I didn’t believe it, and I didn’t want to believe it, but the results of the sleep test were right there in front of me in black and white. In REM sleep, I stopped breathing for fifteen seconds or more – get this – over fifty times an hour! The prescription, the treatment for sleep apnea was that I needed to start sleeping every night with a mask over my face so that a machine could force pressurized air into my lungs that would keep the passages open so I wouldn’t stop breathing.

I have to tell you the truth that I went through a full week of real depression, because I didn’t feel sick, and I dreaded the thought of sleeping tied to a machine.

Well, I got fitted with my mask  (PICTURE). Lovely, isn’t it?  And the first few nights were pretty tough getting the right mask and the right fit and getting used to it.

Before I started therapy, I was tired all the time during the day. But I was 49 with three active kids – who wouldn’t be?

And then something amazing happened.  I began to feel better. Gradually, I discovered that I wasn’t as tired anymore. In fact, I had a lot more energy. I felt great!  Here’s the key point: I didn’t know how bad I felt until I started feeling better.

Not only that, but my marriage improved, because a byproduct of the apnea cure is that I stopped snoring!  My accepting the truth and accepting the cure improved not only my life, but the lives of those around me.
THE LIFE!

An awful lot of people think they don’t need Jesus, because they’ve gotten so used to that empty place in their souls that they think it’s normal. But Jesus is the way, and he is the truth. And that spiritual denial that is so much a normal part of the human condition may be keeping you from a new life, the better life, the fulfilling and joyful and eternal life that God desires for you to have! 
And the thing is, you may never recognize how empty life is without Jesus until you accept the cure that he is the way, and he is the truth, that you can really have the life you want and that God wants to give.

My friends the greater truth is that Jesus came down from Glory itself he came to this world which was divorced from God, separated, He humbled Himself. He was the only one who who can seek and save that which is lost. He has the equipment able to rescue. 

Its when we acknowledge this truth and receive the offer of forgiveness we begin to live our lives with real purpose and meaning. 

Jesus: My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. John 10:10 (NLT)

Jesus is holding out his arm and he is calling you to grab it! He can be trusted.. 

Its only then will we truly live a life more abundantly! Knowing and experiencing Jesus as the way the truth and the life. Its then we will live this life with greater purpose in the knowledge we have been saved. Held in the Father arms reconciled and loved FOREVER. 
