All of Creation!


October 1, 2006

Genesis 1:1-1:31 

The email spammers—the people who send you junk mail through your email know that financial concerns will grab people. Here are some of the junk emails that I received just this week: (This is not even half of them).

· Learn How to invest and leverage Oil, Coffee, Gold, Heating Oil, Sugar, S&P Stocks

· Get PAID To Take Surveys Online! 

· You Can Get Paid $15 to $45 an hour just for giving your opinion

· How to Generate a Life time of limitless Wealth

· Get Your Unclaimed Military Benefits

· A Free End to Your to Your Bill & Credit Problems

· Rebuild Your Credit with a $5000 unsecured credit line

· Reduce your debt in 3 minutes –talk about quick service (or this next one is even better)

· Get out of Debt Now!

All of these people have a financial plan for your life.  And let me tell you, based on the experience of tens of thousands of people around the world, none of them will work!  There is only one financial plan that is guaranteed to bring you blessings, and that’s because it’s been woven into the very fabric of creation, and that is God’s plan for financial blessings and security.

I don’t know of a subject that creates more anxiety for people—whether be in a family, a business, or a church – than money.  I’ve counseled countless couples who’ve had intense arguments over finances. Many church members hate when a preacher starts talking about money because they believe that the preacher is trying to take a little more money out of their wallet.

However, the Bible tells us that our financial condition can tell us some things about our spiritual condition. In other words, the Bible sees a connection between my finances and my spiritual condition. You show me your checkbook and I can probably tell you what’s important to you in life.

When I start talking about God’s plan for your finances the first word that comes to the mind of many people who have been in church for a long time is stewardship.

Stewardship is the most misunderstood word in the English language. If you were to ask most people in the church what stewardship means they’d say “Money” or “Tithing” or “Giving.”   But stewardship is so much more than that. 

In fact, it’s the second greatest theme in the Bible. It is taught all the way through -- from Genesis all the way through Revelation. 

Jesus talked more about stewardship than He did about heaven or hell or prayer or a lot of other things. Over half of His parables are about money. In fact, one out of every six verses in the gospels—the first 4 books of the New Testament-- have to do with stewardship. 

What is stewardship? 

Most people think “stewardship” is just a church code-word for “fundraising.” 

One guy I know said to me “My home church welcomes all denominations, but really prefers tens and twenties.”  
Well relax I’m not going to tell you how much money the church would like to have. In fact it is not about the church needing money. In fact, God doesn’t need your money. After all he made everything, he already owns it. SO I hope I can get you to think about what is stewardship in a whole new way.

Webster’s dictionary 

A steward is “Someone who manages someone else’s property, finances, or other affairs." Stewardship is managing something that isn’t your own. 

The word "steward" means "manager". It’s the old English word for manager. I’m talking about how to manage your life. 

To understand stewardship we have to go back to the very beginning of time. Let’s go back and look at the creation story. 
Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth..." 

The first principle of stewardship is this: God owns everything. 
The Bible says, 
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. Psalm 24:1 (NLT)

Why does He have a claim to everything? One, He created it -- He made it -- so He owns it. But more than that, He sustains it. The Bible tells us in Colossians that God holds everything together. He keeps the planets in line. God owns it because He made it and He sustains it. 

That’s the fact. God owns everything. He owns you. He owns me. He owns this land. He owns everything because He made it. He owns the raw materials that made this building. 

Obviously, a lot of things aren’t being used the way He wanted them to be used.

My question this morning is, if God owns everything, then what is our part in all of this? Why did God make people? Why are you here? Why am I here?
The creation account: 
Day 5 - God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small animals, each able to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. Genesis 1:25 

Day 6 - Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! Genesis 1:31

On the fifth day God looks at the world and says, "It’s good." On the sixth day, He looks at the end of creation and He says, "It’s very good." What happened between verse 25 and verse 31?

God made people. God looked at the earth and said, "I did a good job on this but there’s something lacking." And he made human beings. And people made the difference.

Why did God create humans? Man was made differently from the animals in two different ways. 

· Different in character. 

God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like ourselves." Genesis 1:26

 So we’re like God. So we’re like God in character. We’re not gods, but we’re like God.

· Different in our job description. 

Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” Genesis 1:28
2:15 continues. The Lord God took man -- after He made him, He put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to take care of it.

Why did god make human beings?

First, in order to love us, and be loved by us.  That’s why God made you in his own image – with personality, and will, and the reason, and emotion.

Then, the Bible says that God made people to be the caretakers of the world, to be the manager, to be the steward of all the resources of all that God had created. 

Then, God gave some commands.  He said, "... be fruitful and multiply." That’s the only command man’s ever been able to keep. 

"I’m making man a little different. Not only do I want him to be fruitful and multiply, but I want him to do five things." He spells it out: 

· Fill the earth, 

· subdue it, 

· rule over it, (2:15) 

· work it, 

· take care of it. 

Principle number one: God owns it all. 
Principle number two: You and I were made to manage what God owns. 

What is humanity’s basic problem?: We forget what we were created for. We forget our purpose. People go out and manages what God has given and created and pretty soon we start thinking we own it. 

We get to use it and we get to manage it and we get to enjoy all of life’s resources but God owns it. That’s stewardship.
You are God’s manager on the earth.

Stewardship, when you get down to it, is simply partnership with God. 
What are the benefits of being a wise steward? Or, being a good manager of all that God has blessed me with?
The better steward you are the greater your happiness. How? If God has given you, for instance, a talent and you don’t make the most of it, you don’t use it, you’ll be unfulfilled in life. Every time we mismanage what God has entrusted to our care, it produces negative results. 

On the positive side: When we are wise managers, God gives us things to manage. 

The Bible teaches that the more faithful we are in managing everything that God has blessed us with, the more He entrusts to us. And the more we’re blessed with because He says, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities.’ Matthew 25:21

It starts from Genesis 1:1 and you find the theme all through the scriptures. Stewardship is the basic principle of life. 

So why do we talk about stewardship at our church? Because if you don’t grasp this concept, you could end up your life having wasted a great portion of it. 

So where do you start? You demonstrate stewardship by tithing or at least begin working toward tithing.

God knows we sometimes get confused, so in this basic thing, God made it very simple. 

Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year… so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always.    Deuteronomy 14:22-23 (NIV)

What is tithing?

All tithing is, is a reminder. That’s the only reason God gave it. Tithing is a reminder. Tithing means ten, ten percent. He owns it all. He just lets me live on ninety percent of it. God just says, "I want you never to forget that I’m the source. I’m the creator. If it weren’t for Me, you wouldn’t have your job. You wouldn’t have your life. I made you. I’m your maker."

I read about a church in the south that was growing so fast it ran out of parking space. They went across the street to a super market that was closed on Sundays and made a deal with the owner of the supermarket to use their parking lot. The owner of the supermarket said, "You can use the parking lot 51 Sundays out of the year, but on the 52nd Sunday, I’m going to chain it off." The church people said, "Why? We don’t understand. Why would you let us use in 51 time a year and chain it off the 52nd?" He said, "Because I never want you to forget that the parking lot belongs to the grocery store, not the church."

God says I just don’t want you to forget where it’s all coming from. That I’m the source of your blessing. I’m the creator." 

You may say to yourselves, “I became wealthy because of my own ability and strength.” (Doesn’t that sound contemporary?)   But remember the LORD your God is the one who makes you wealthy. He’s confirming the promise which he swore to your ancestors. It’s still in effect today.    Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (GW)

Living Bible  Deut. 14  -- "The purpose of tithing is to teach us to put God first in every situation." 

We don’t give to help out God. Is God poor? Does God have to depend on my tithing to make it? God doesn’t need our giving. We give for our own benefit. It’s a reminder that God’s the one who blesses and if it wasn’t for Him, we wouldn’t have anything. 

As a child at Christmas time, my parents would take me down to the store and give me their own money to go out and buy them a Christmas present. I’d buy the present and bring it back and they always got real joy out of seeing what I bought them with their own money. If they had wanted to, they could have gone out and bought the thing themselves. It was their money in the first place. But they got joy out of watching their child take money, that wasn’t even their’s in the first place, and spend it back on the parents. 

That’s exactly what God does. God doesn’t need our giving. But God gets joy out of seeing us return a portion to Him of what was His in the first place. But we give it back as a reminder of the stewardship of why God put us on the earth. 

Tithing is just a minimum standard. If you are not tithing today, I challenge you to figure out what percentage you are giving of your income. Increase it by 1 % every 3 or 4 months until you achieve the tithe.
Think about this.  Pray about this.  In two weeks, it will be Consecration Sunday, and you’ll have the opportunity to write down on a piece of paper your stewardship commitment for the coming year.  Oh, you’ll get to write down a dollar amount too.  That will help the leaders of the church here with planning.  But more importantly, you’ll get to state your STEWARDSHIP commitment.  I’m going to step up in my giving.  I’m going to step up toward a tithe.  I’m going to step up TO a tithe.

I started tithing 24 years ago, and, God willing, I’ll never quit.  Because it reminds me, every time we have the opportunity to fulfill that commitment, who I am, and why I’m here, and who is the real source of everything good in my life.
I pray that you’ll discover the blessings that come from faithful stewardship in your life, so that we can share the wealth of God’s grace together.

PRAYER:

God today I have learned you own everything. You created the world and everything in it and intend everything to be used for its purpose. Today I have learned you created me for a purpose to be a good steward, a good manger of all that you have entrusted me with. Heavenly Father, today I need to pray "God, how do You want to use the career or business that You’ve allowed me to be in?" or "Lord, how can I make best use of the time which you’ve given to me?" or "Lord, how can I make best use of the money that You have given me?" or "Lord, how can I make best use of the talents which you’ve given to me?" Help me to realize that Tithing is simply a reminder that all of it really came from You in the first place. I don’t want you to waste this year. Today I commit to following your plan for my finances and all of my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

