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1 John 2:28-3:10

Few things are more difficult than driving a long distance with small children. No matter how many activity books, games and tapes you bring, you still hear the steady drone of, "Are we there yet?" How do you respond that?

The Irritated Response: "We’re closer now than the last time you asked."

The Threatening Response: "If you keep asking when we’re going to get there I’m gonna to turn around and go home!"

The Sneaky Response: "Let’s play a game and see how long we can go without asking if we’re there yet."

Yet no how you respond, on long trips kids seem totally focused on the final destination.

We’ve been in a series through the New Testament book of 1 John called A ROADMAP FOR THE JOURNEY. So far we’ve looked at how to find joy for the journey, we’ve talked about God’s call to authenticity in the journey, we’ve identified some of the hidden dangers along the journey, and we’ve looked at how to please God in the journey. Yet all of this assumes that this journey, like all journeys, has a destination.

What is the final destination? Well the Bible teaches that it’s ultimately heading toward the end of history, when Jesus Christ returns again to this earth to set up his kingdom. 
This is the final destination of the spiritual journey, Christ’s second coming at the end of the age or our physical death when we will go to be with him in Heaven, whichever comes first in our particular case. 

Now, we could spend a lot of time this morning talking about when this is going to happen, or how it will happen. Christians have certainly enjoyed countless hours and published thousands of books on the subject.  But I’d like to stick with what Jesus told us about that:

No one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows.  Matt 24:36 (NLT)

So, I figure that if Jesus doesn’t know, then there’s really not much point in my trying to figure it out.  Christian historian Richard Kyle cautions us, "Through two thousand years of Western history millions of…sincere, devout, and knowledgeable people have seen the end as [about to happen in their own lifetimes]…But they have all been wrong" (11). 

Then why has God revealed this truth of Christ’s second coming to us?  Today we’re going to see four ways focusing Christ’s second coming can help us in our spiritual journey.

Before we read the text, let me give you the first way the final destination helps us: FOCUSING ON CHRIST’S SECOND COMING HELPS US CONTINUE OUR WALK CONFIDENTLY. 

1.  Walking with Confidence (1 John 2:28-29)

And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, you will be full of courage and not shrink back from him in shame. Since we know that Christ is righteous, we also know that all who do what is right are God’s children. 1 John 2:28-29 (NLT)

John calls our attention to the future, to Christ’s appearance at the end of the age to motivate us to "remain" with Christ. Those who remain with Christ in the spiritual journey can be “full of courage” and “not shrink back” when Jesus Christ comes again. 
This implies that some followers of Jesus Christ will have something to fear and something to hide when Christ comes again.

When I was in college my mom and dad went away on vacation and they left me at home because I couldn’t take the time off from my summer job. It was cool.  I was on my own. Pizza! Soda! Late night TV. Now, I wish I could make this story better by saying I threw a huge party or trashed the place, but that wouldn’t be true. I was basically a good kid. But on the other hand, I had a working theory about dishes, laundry, and picking up that went something like this: I’ll get to it later! So, let’s just say that at the end of the week the house looked “lived in.” Intellectually I knew that this was my parent’s house and eventually they would come home, but that knowledge didn’t seem to have much practical application on the way I lived my life.  To make matters worse, they came home several hours early. When they appeared in that doorway, I was anything but confident and unashamed because I had plenty to fear and plenty to hide. And while it was a loving reunion, it was not a happy one.
Friends, it’s easy to get sidetracked in the spiritual journey. Sure we start out strong, but as we follow Christ through the years sometimes things don’t turn out the way we thought they would. Life is harder than we ever thought it would be, the constant pressure of unpaid bills, changing diapers, difficult bosses, and the regular stuff of ordinary life distracts us. Soon we find ourselves stalled spiritually, side tracked in our culture, no longer looking toward the final destination, no longer able to stand before Christ confident and unashamed. So God calls us to look up, to raise our eyes from today’s circumstances and to look beyond the horizon to that point when Christ comes again. If we die before that happens, so much the better, because we’ll stand before God confident and unashamed in death as well.

Without that final destination to focus on we get distracted and sidetracked from the journey.

2.  Seeing Ourselves Accurately (1 John 3:1-2)

Now this leads us to the second way focusing on the final destination helps us: FOCUSING ON CHRIST’S SECOND COMING HELPS US SEE OURSELVES ACCURATELY. 

See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know him. Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. 1 John 3:1-2 (NLT)

Mentioning the fact that we are children of God causes John to pause in amazement at God’s incredible love. 

In the ancient world a child would officially become the son or daughter of the father when the father "named" him or "called" him, and that’s the same word translated "calls" here. Through our faith in Jesus Christ, God the Father looks at us and "names" or "calls" us his children, welcoming us into his family. 
When we adopted our three children, the man behind the window at the U.S. Embassy asked us, “What name do you want the children to have?” And we said, “Their name is our family name. Their name is Wildrick.” And from that moment, in every way, that is who they were.

 This is what we are, says John. We are children of God. It’s our identity, our truest self.

Yet even now we don’t always feel like God’s children, we don’t always show a family resemblance to our Father. 
Did you hear about the time Charlie Chaplin entering a Charlie Chaplin look-alike contest? He didn’t even make the finals! We don’t always look like God’s children, our culture certainly doesn’t recognize us as God’s children. So John reminds us again of the final destination, that when Christ comes again we’ll be transformed fully into the likeness of Jesus Christ.

If you’ve come to faith in Jesus Christ, this is who you really are. Even more fundamental than your identity as a spouse or a parent, as a worker or a student, as a church member or an American citizen is our identity as God’s sons and daughters. For the Christian this is our truest self.

3.  Conducting Our Lives Rightly (1 John 3:3-5).

Now let me give you the third way focusing on the final destination helps us: FOCUSING ON CHRIST’S SECOND COMING HELPS US CONDUCT OUR LIVES RIGHTLY. 

Let’s look at verses 3-5 together. 
And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure. Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God. And you know that Jesus came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. [I’m going to stop there.]
Once again John calls our attention to the final destination, to Christ’s second coming, describing it in v. 3 as a "eager expectation." In the Bible hope isn’t just wishful thinking, but it’s a confident expectation that God is going to keep his promises. 

This hope ought to transform our lives, it ought to lead us to "purify" ourselves. Just like we clean ourselves up before going on a date, so as we look forward to meeting Christ who’s fully pure, we’ll want to get rid of our character defects. 

Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem on Christmas, and died on the cross on Good Friday, and rose from the dead on Easter to "take away our sins." That means to carry them away, to get rid of them forever. 
Psalm 103 puts it this way: "As far as the east is from the west so far as God has removed our sins from us.” 

It’s impossible for someone who’s experienced this incredible experience to continue on as if nothing happened. It will change our lives, making us want to live rightly. 
Now John is not talking about being perfect here, as if truly spiritual people will arrive at a point in their journey where they stop sinning entirely. █Remember 1 John 1:8--"If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us." Also remember 1 John 1:10-- "If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives."

John’s just telling us that the hope of Christ’s second coming will lead us to want to live in a way shows just who’s child we are.  

As we look forward to Christ’s arrival, we’ll want to get rid of pornography, we’ll want to stop gossiping about our co-worker, we’ll be motivated to break our habit of exaggerating, we’ll find renewed vision to get involved in our church family and to serve in ministry. Not because we’re unsure about how God will receive us, but because this hope makes us want to live lives that will please him.

When we lose sight of the final destination we start making excuses that we can’t tithe 1/10 of our income to God, because we need to save money for the future – as if those final ten years in the retirement home are the future Jesus died to give us!  When we focus on the final destination we remember that our money, the money God has entrusted us with in this life, can be invested in our eternity.

 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. Matt 6:19-21 (NLT)

So by focusing on Christ’s second coming we find renewed motivation to conduct our lives rightly before the Lord.

4.  Overcoming Obstacles (1 John 3:7-9)

The final way focusing on the final destination helps us is this: FOCUSING ON CHRIST’S SECOND COMING HELPS US OVERCOME OBSTACLES VICTORIOUSLY. 

Let’s look at verses 7 through 9 together.  
Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows that they are righteous, even as Christ is righteous. But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, who has been sinning since the beginning. 
Maybe you remember that old Bob Dylan song, "You’ve got to serve somebody, it might be the devil and might be the Lord, but you’ve gotta serve somebody." That’s basically what John is saying here, that the direction of our lives betrays who we’re aligned with.

But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. Those who have been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because God’s life is in them. 1 John 3:7-9 (NLT)

Again, John’s not talking about perfect here, but he’s talking about lives that are no longer persistently, habitually rebellious toward God and God’s ways. 
We’re given a genuine choice to not sin, to walk in freedom. Since Christ came to destroy the works of the devil, we can, with his help, overcome the obstacles we face in the spiritual journey victoriously. 
When we hit the wall in our spiritual journey and it seems that there’s no way around it, we can’t climb it, we can’t dig under it, we just feel like giving up, our knowledge of Christ’s ultimate victory will give us the courage to press through that obstacle, no matter how big. Whether that obstacle is cancer or divorce, whether it’s a failed business or a child who’s giving us fits, we can press on to overcome these obstacles victoriously because of Christ’s work in untying the knot that once bound us.

Conclusion

So as we’re steadily moving forward in the spiritual journey, and we look up to God the father and ask him, "Are we there yet?" he doesn’t shush us or get impatient. He reminds us that yes there is a destination, and yes we are closer now than we’ve ever been before. That destination should help us live today, to empower us, to motivate us, to cause us to grow into fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

 Focusing on the second coming of Christ helps us continue confidently, view accurately, conduct rightly, and overcome victoriously. 
