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2 Peter 1:1-11

When was the last time you have asked yourself the question of why you come to church?  Some of you were invited here today, you’re visiting with us, you’ve thought about that today:  “What am I doing here?  I’m here because my grandson or my niece is being confirmed today!”  
But what about last week?  If you were here, why did you come? How about next Sunday?

This is an especially important question for our confirmation class.  In all too many churches, confirmation is a right of passage. They come, they get confirmed, they disappear until they have a child to be baptized.  So to the confirmation class – after today, after you’ve satisfied your parents and your families – why come? 
I think one of the things is we come here with some needs.  I think we come with the need to grow, with the need to change.  In college biology I remember learning a basic truth about life: Any organism that isn’t growing is dieing.  Growth is the natural purpose of living things.  That’s one of the things all of us have in common, it’s the need to grow, the need to change.  

In this series we’ve been doing, we’ve been talking about some of the deepest needs that we have and how God meets those needs.  One of the ways we’ve been showing how God meets these needs is by looking at some of the names of God in the Bible.  He gives Himself a name that responds to the needs that we have.  What a God!  

This week we’re looking at the name Jehovah-M’Kiddish – Í am the God who sanctifies you.”  “  Sanctify” or “sanctification” means “to change for the better”.  

It doesn’t matter where you are today because this term still applies to you.  God wants to change you.  If you’re already a Christian, God is changing you.  God is at work.  That’s the good news – that He’s not done with you yet.  And if you’re not a Christian – if you’re checking this whole thing out – here’s the good news for you: You don’t have to change and get your act together before God begins to change you.  

The Apostle Paul summarizes this very well.  
Listen to what he says about this process of change. I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. [If he hadn’t arrived, that’s good news for us!] But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.  Philippians 3:12-14 (NLT)

The big idea here is with this new life we’re in a new race.  And in this new race or journey or process, God wants to change us.  
· He wants to take your discontent and change it to joy.  
· He wants to take your insecurity and change it to peace.  
· He wants to change our bitterness to goodness.  
· He wants to take our lust and change it to a genuine love.  
· He wants to take our mean streak and transform it to kindness.  
· He wants to take our edgy personalities and transform it to patience.  
· He wants to take our anger and our rage and change it to gentleness.  
· He wants to take that which is out of control and transform it to self-control.  
He wants to transform our character.  

How does the change process happen? 

What the Bible teaches about change – the biblical position of sanctification – is that there is a God part and there is an “our” part.  God’s part is His power.  Our part is our cooperation.  We cooperate in this process of change but God’s power through His Holy Spirit controls the process.  

Four things to think about – action steps, ideas, ways in which we might better cooperate with this process.

1.  Recognize that your spiritual life is a journey.

God changing us is a process.  It’s not an event.  It’s a journey, not an overnight sensation.  
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6

 Circle “began”.  That is salvation.  If you have a relationship with God, you’ve said yes to Jesus Christ, you’ve said, “Come into my life, forgive me of my sins,” Boom!  It began.  That relationship began.  

Circle “continue”.  That is sanctification.  That is the process, the journey.  

Have you ever been on a road trip with children?  It always starts with everybody excited, packing the car, doing stuff, getting ready.  Then you get on the road and before you hit Route 22 what are the kids saying?  “Are we there yet?”  (In our car the kids are saying, “I want to watch a different movie!”)  But most of the time they’re saying, “Are we there yet?”  

That question is a sign of immaturity.  

I see one of the big problems with many Christians is that they walk away from the church or God because of that immature question, “Are we there yet?..  Are You done yet?…  I’ve had this problem and been working on it for a week!”  

One of the reasons we have so much of a problem is we’re an instant gratification society.  We want stuff right now!  Watch the vending machines.  Some of you will hit the machine, kick it, if that coke does not drop in 2.2 seconds.  We’re out of control.  
How many of you push the elevator button fifteen times!  Like the elevator is down on the bottom floor saying, “That guy on the eighth floor must really be in a hurry.  Let me skip the other seven and get up there.”  

The reason that we have a problem changing is because we don’t understand God’s economy of time.  It’s very different than ours.  God’s not in a hurry to change us.  He knows His part.  He’s got His part.  Our part is cooperating.  Are we there yet?

The good news of the point of it being a journey is this: No, we’re not there yet.  You are a work in progress.  God’s not done with you yet.  
2.  Set our sights on the final destination.

If you want to cooperate with God’s change, you set your sights on the final destination.  This is basic travel etiquette.  

In a few weeks we’re taking our family to Disney World.  Now, as many of you know, traveling with three kids isn’t always a picnic.  But when we’re talking about this trip, we don’t talk with the kids about packing clothes, or going through airport security, or waiting in line for the rental car. Those are all essential parts of the vacation, but they are not what it’s all about. What we talk about is, “Who’s going to be the first one to ride the Tower of Terror!”  We focus on the destination.
If you’re a Christian the final destination is holiness. 
So set yourselves apart to be holy, for I am the LORD your God. Keep all my decrees by putting them into practice, for I am the LORD who makes you holy. Leviticus 20:7-8

Be set apart – that’s what holiness is.  Now, I know that holiness is a pretty scary concept for a lot of us.  Somehow we equate holiness with being a “goody two-shoes,” or with being one of those people who are so heavenly minded that they are no earthly good.  Some think it means “being religious.”  In other words, being the kind of person that no one else really wants to be around.

Holiness is not set above everybody else – It’s not “Holier than thou!”  Holiness is an inside thing.  It’s not about what you do.  It’s about who you are.

God is an inside God.  He’s changing our inner world.  We are typically outer world people, concerned with how we look, where we will live, what we look like.  God’s internal.  He’s a great investor.  God says, “I’m going to focus on the part of humanity that will last forever.  Our bodies are decaying, but God is an inside God.  He’s changing our insides.  

God is in the process of working to transform your character.  

█We all show the Lord’s glory, and we are being changed to be like him. This change in us brings more and more glory. And it comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NCV)

There is a common misunderstanding many people have about church.  They think that the church wants everyone to become more religious.  That’s not it.  You want to become more like Jesus.  And by the way, Jesus was the kind of man that EVERYONE wanted to be around!  He was a man’s man who attracted the friendship and admiration of men and women alike. If you want to know what holiness is, look at Jesus. Not the soft focus Jesus of the movies, but the real, compassionate, radical, gutsy, strong, joyful Jesus we meet in the pages of the New Testament.

God wants to change your heart so that you care about the things Jesus cared about, and you see the world the way Jesus sees it.  To make you a person of integrity, who does what’s right regardless of personal gain. That’s the kind of man I want to be. That’s the kind of woman God wants you to be.  
Are we there yet? Set your sights on the final destination.
3.  Learn how to refuel.
This is good for a journey motif.  You’ve been driving your car in the middle of nowhere and you pass that last gas station thinking you can make it and you’re on “E” because you were too busy, you wanted to keep on track, your kids are talking.  And all of a sudden you’re living with this stress and fear and your body tightens up because you know you might really run out.  (For me I’m thinking, “My wife’s going to kill me if this happens!”)  
That’s not living.  But yet that’s what so many of us do.  We don’t refuel.  We don’t take time to get connected with God.  

I need to be refueled everyday.  I’ve got to be “topped off” by the creator.  I think in the Psalms David understood the importance of being filled when he said 
 “He [God] renews my strength.  He guides me along the right path.”  I need to be refueled.  I need to be connected.  Things work best when they’re connected with God.  
How do you do it?  Part of it is being here, just like you’re here right now.  We refuel by getting together with other people on the journey to worship God.  And, part of it is taking time each day to top-off your spiritual tank by spending a few minutes of quite time with God – reading his Word and talking with him about your life and your day.  
Here is the result of being refueled.  
By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life… In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.   2 Peter 1:3, 5-8

Don’t get the idea that this change that’s going on in your life is so you can stand back and say, “Look how spiritual I am and bring attention to yourself and play your spiritual harp and do everything like that.”  The Bible says this change process is always expressed in the context of community – love for others, genuine love for others.  That’s why God is changing us so we might love others.  You are never more like Christ than when you express love.

But loving people is hard.  Falling in love is easy, because we never fall in love with real people. Have you ever noticed that?  We fall in love with images of people that show all of their best qualities but none of their worst.  It’s a good thing, because that’s what happens when someone falls in love with you too!  How many people would fall in love with any of us if they knew us as we really are?

Falling in love is a wonderful, exhilarating, immature event.  Maintaining love requires maturity.  Maintaining love, real-love, is hard work that requires us to know and accept a person with all of their flaws, and care for them and give our life to them unconditionally despite all of their impurities.  

As human beings, we can do that with, maybe, a handful of people. We’re called to do it for everyone in the church.

Jesus does it for everyone in the world.

If I’m going to learn to love as Jesus loves, and really live it out day after day after day, in a world and in a church filled with fatally flawed people, I need to refuel daily.

4.  Pause along the way to celebrate the progreSs.
If you’re a Christian, God has worked in your life whether you think so or not.  When you look into the mirror of your soul, can you see that God’s doing some changing?  He is.  One of the reasons that you don’t think He is is because you’re not looking.  You haven’t paused.  You’re not reflecting.  You haven’t stopped and looked at your life.  

Psalm 40 “O Lord, my God, You have done many miracles for us.  Your plans for us are too numerous to list.  If I tried to recite all your wonderful deeds, I would never come to the end of them.”  
Have you ever paused to recognize the changes that God has already been working in you?

Let me get very practical with you, you say, “How do I know that God’s working in my life?”  When I’m in Voorhees Hall talking to people and somebody says, “You spoke right to me,” God’s working in your life.  I didn’t know what you’re going through.  I don’t know everybody in here.  God’s getting hold of you, rattling you up a little bit.  Celebrate!
When you go two weeks without doing greedy things, if that was your roadblock then you’d throw a party.  You celebrate.

If you’re an over spender and you go a month and live within your budget, throw a party!  A cheap, inexpensive party.  

When you didn’t make yourself look better at the expense of another person like you normally do, celebrate.  God’s doing something in your life.  

When you come back from a business trip and you didn’t flip on the five-minute free nudie channel because God’s doing something in your life, you celebrate.  You thank Him for that.  

When you take cash out of your business and you record it as income instead of making up some miscellaneous, fictitious expense you smile that you’re taking steps toward integrity.  


When you look at a homeless person or an alcoholic and think to yourself, “How can I help that person,” instead of “Look at that bum,” God has been working in your hear. Celebrate.

Those are actions of God working in your life.  You celebrate the goodness and greatness of God helping you turn your life around.

A test that I use all the time, my measuring stick, is Galatians 5 “When the Holy Spirit controls our lives, He will produce this kind of fruit in us love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
There are times where you will act kinder in that situation than you did three months ago.  Celebrate that!  

Let’s personalize this as we leave.  Where are you in this journey?  Put your name somewhere next to one of those points.  Star it!  

Ezekiel 36 “And I will give you a new heart with new and right desires and I will put a new spirit in you.  I will take out your stony heart of sin and give you a new obedient heart.”  That’s God’s desire for us today.  God’s will is to help you become the person you want to be – the person you were made to be – one step at a time.  One 
Why are you here?

To those in the confirmation class, and to everyone along the way, remember, it’s a journey. So, set your eyes on the destination rather than the obstacles along the way.  Refuel regularly with God’s Word. And stop to celebrate the work that God is already doing within you.

Prayer:


God, thanks that You work in our lives, that we can be different people because of You.  God, we have a need to change, to grow and to be different.  Break in our hard hearts “that’s just the way that I am,” that we might humbly submit to Your standards, Your way, Your truth and that Your will for us is to change us to reflect the likeness of Jesus Christ.  Do Your work in us that we might be different people as we leave here today.  We pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

