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Matthew 6:9-13

 “Our Father...”
When we pray these words it doesn’t seem like a big deal to us today because we talk a lot about the Fatherhood of God, that God is our Father.  When Jesus said those words 2000 years ago, it was radical stuff.  In the entire Old Testament over thousands of years, God is only referred to as Father seven times.  Jesus refers to God as Father seven times in this chapter alone.  In His life and in the gospels, He talks about God being our Father over 150 times.  He said this is how God wants to relate to you.

The good news is that since God is a Father, we know that He is a person, not a power.  It is very difficult to relate to a power, a force, an energy.  But when you say God is a Father, I can relate to a father.  That’s the good news.

The bad news is, when I say the word “father”, for some of you, it stirs up a storm of bad memories and hurt, and you think, “If God is like my father… no thanks, God!  
So Jesus qualified the term.  He said, “This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven.”

I’ve noticed that there are four common misconceptions about God, and most of them grow out of negative experiences we’ve had with people – and especially with our earthly fathers.  I have no doubt that many of you here today have been deluded about one of these myths about God – our Heavenly father.
For instance, some of you, when you think about God, you think that God is unreasonable.  All he wants to do is make my life tough, give me rules and regulations sand restrictions.  He wants to remove all my fun, all my enjoyment, all my happiness.  God is some kind of cosmic killjoy and He’s very unreasonable.  So obviously, if you feel that way, it’s no wonder that you don’t get to know God.
Others of you, you don’t feel God is unreasonable, but you feel like He’s unreliable.  Somewhere along the way you’ve learned that people can’t be trusted.  Everyone you’ve ever counted on has let you down.  Some of those people who’ve hurt you have been Christians. So, you’ve decided that if you can’t trust God either. He’s just not reliable.
Others of you, you don’t think God is unreasonable or unreliable, you think God is unconcerned.  “Yes, I believe there is a God.  He’s just too busy to bother with me.  If you think He’s unconcerned, you’re not going to try to get to know Him.  Like the Better Midler song, “God is watching us from a distance.”  Not up close but backed off… from a distance.  

Then a fourth misconception about God (and some of you have this one) is that God is unpleasable.  You think that no matter how hard you try it’s never good enough in His eyes.  If you get C’s on your report card, God wants B’s.  If you get B’s, God wants A’s.  If you get A’s, God wants straight A’s and A+’s.  
Where in the world did we get an ideas like these?  What most of us tend to do is take the weaknesses of our parents and apply them onto God.  So if you grew up with unpleasable parents, you tend to think God is unpleasable.  If you grew up with an aloof father, you tend to think God is an aloof Father.  And so forth.  Whatever your parent was like, you tend to push onto God.  

Today, what I want you to do is take all of the concepts you’ve had about God to this date, and set them on the shelf for a minute.  Instead, we’re going to look at what God says about Himself in the Word, in the truth, in the Bible.  The Bible says that He is very, very different than the way He’s portrayed in most movies, in most religions and even by most families.  

What kind of Father is God?

1.  The Bible Says that GOD IS A CARING FATHER.

He cares about you.  In fact He loves you more than you will ever know.  He loves you more than you will be able to experience.  You can’t even understand how much God loves you because your brain isn’t big enough to handle it.  But compassion is God’s number one characteristic and attribute.  The Bible tells us in Psalms 104 “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who honor Him.”  God is caring.  God is compassionate.

There’s a story in the Bible where the disciples were out in a fishing boat one day on the lake and Jesus was in the boat asleep.  They’re fishing and all of a sudden a sudden storm comes up, the waves start rising and the rain is pouring down.  It’s thundering and lighting.  The little boat begins to be rocked in the rocky sea.  The water is coming in over the sides of the boat and it’s sinking.  It’s starting to capsize.  Jesus is asleep over at one end of the boat, obviously not concerned about this.  The disciples, the story tell us, go over and wake Him up, shake Him, and say, “Lord!  Don’t You care that we’re dying?  Don’t You care that we’re perishing?”  

That is one of the most profound questions in human existence.  Does God care about my problems?  Does God care about my hurts?  Does God really care about what happens to me?   

The answer is yes.  He says it many, many times in the Bible.  
One place is in 1 Peter 5:7: “Cast some (?)  of your anxiety on Him…  Cast all the spiritual sounding problems (?) on Him.  No, it doesn’t say that.  It says, 
“Cast all [circle that] your anxiety on Him, [that means every kind of anxiety you have – financial, physical, social, spiritual, mental, relational] because He cares for you.” 
Does God care about your house payments?  Yes.  Does God care about the fact that your kids need braces on their teeth?  Yes.  Does God care about the grades you get at school?  Yes.  Does God care about whether you have a boyfriend or not?  Yes.  Does God care about your moods?  Yes.  Does God care about your financial investments?  Yes.  Does God care about your dreams and hopes and ambitions?  Yes.  Absolutely.  
He is a caring Father.  You have a heavenly Father that cares about all the details of your life.  In fact, He knows every detail of your life.  The Bible says He knows every hair on your head.  He knows how many you have.  They’re numbered.  For some of you that isn’t too hard.  But I guarantee you, there’s not a person in here today that knows how many hairs you have.  God knows every hair on your head and He knows their original color!  He knows every intimate detail of your life.  

2. The second thing the Bible tells us about God is GOD IS A CONSISTENT FATHER.
You can count on Him, every time.  He never lets you down.  He’s always dependable, entirely consistent in who He is.  God is worthy of our trust.  James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”  
The truth is, earthy fathers are unpredictable.  I know some teenagers who feel like, “I never know what to expect from my dad.  It changes so much from one day to the other depending entirely on the mood he’s in.  One day he’s silent and the next day he’s violent.  One day he’s a good guy and the next day he’s a tough guy.  I don’t know what to expect.”  Inconsistent fathers produce insecure kids.  

Where do you find security in an inconsistent world?  

God is a consistent Father.  God never has a bad day.  That’s good news for us.  What if God woke up and said, “I feel a little grouchy today.  Who can I zap today?”  What kind of world would that be?  
The good news is God is always consistent.  And the great news is His consistency and dependability does not depend on my consistency and dependability.  
2 Timothy “Even if we are faithless, He remains faithful for He cannot disown Himself.”  I’m so glad that even on the days that I’m down, God is still up.  Even on the days when I’m struggling, God is still victorious.  He always acts in love.  He always acts with forgiveness.  He always acts with grace.  He always offers you His power.  He is always caring and He’s always consistent.  
In Malachi 3:6 in the Bible God is speaking and says, “I the Lord do not change.”  We can count on that.

A word to those of you who grew up with a father who was less than perfect:
Some of you had a father who wasn’t perfect but you know that he loved you the best that he could.  Because of his love for you he built into your life a foundation that has grown into a wonderful relationship with God.  This Father’s Day weekend, take just a minute, right now in your mind to thank God for the gift that your dad gave you.  It’s an incredible gift.  

But many others of you didn’t have a good relationship with your dad and you’ve struggled over the years.  It was not only imperfect, it was hurtful and painful.  That is not fair.  Every child deserves great relationships with their mom and dad.  But we live in a world that’s not fair sometimes.  So how do you live with that?  How do you deal with that?  I’ve got some good news and bad news for those of you who face that.

The bad news is it will be a little bit more difficult for you to trust that there is a God that loves you, that can heal you from this.  But the good news is, because of the extra measure of trust, you’re going to build a relationship of faith with God that’s not built on feelings but that’s based on genuine trust.  And you have the potential to have an incredible relationship with God who is your Father.  

I read the story of a young woman who grew up with a dad who suffered from mental illness.  She told the story of a father who, in his confusion and anger one day, murdered her mother.  How do you live with something like that?  How do you make it after something like that happens?  She said, “My earthly father took from me something that no one deserves to have taken when he murdered my mother.  But one day I discovered that I have a heavenly Father who gave to me what no one deserves to have given when He gave His Son Jesus Christ on the cross for me.  He gave me forgiveness and He gave me significance and He gave me peace and He gave me life.”  

This Father’s Day I encourage you: Trust God.  Trust God to be the Father that your father never was.  Give yourself a Father’s Day present this Father’s Day.  Right now in your mind pray this prayer, “Father, help me to see You as the Father I never had.”  
God is a different kind of father.  He is a Father who cares and He is a Father who is consistent.

Not only that but…

3.  Your heavenly Father is a GOD WHO IS CLOSE.
That means He’s available all the time.  He’s there when you need Him.  He’s not distant.  He’s not far off.  The Bible tells us in Acts 17:27 “God did this so that people would reach out for Him and find Him since He is not far from each of us.”  

The word that Jesus used for “father” is Aramaic is the word “Abba”.  Abba is not a Swedish rock group.  (If you laughed at that you just told me your age because no baby buster would ever laugh at that joke.)  Abba is the first word that every Middle Eastern child learns.  It means “daddy” – papa, mama, dada, abba.  It is the ultimate term of endearment, of closeness, of family.  There is no barrier between a little baby and a father.  It’s just Abba.

God says when you come and talk to Him, you’re to say, “Daddy, papa, abba.”  My guess is that many people in this room do not have that kind of intimate relationship with God.  You would be very uncomfortable calling God Papa, Dada.  But that’s the way God wants you to have a relationship with Him.  He wants you to have such an intimate close relationship that you just cuddle up in His arms and say, “Dad, here’s my problem…  Dad, here’s my hurt … Here’s my need….  Here’s what happened this week….  You know what I’m thinking, Father.”  You just share with Him on a heart to heart basis with no fluff, no ritual, no thee’s and thou’s, just daughter to daddy, and son to daddy.  God is a close Father.

And not only that.  He’s caring, He’s consistent, He’s close and…

4.  GOD IS A COMPETENT FATHER

He can handle any problem you give Him.  Nothing is beyond His ability.  Nothing is beyond His resources.  This is the direct opposite to human fathers.  We have an epidemic of incompetent fathers today who are good at a lot of other thing but pretty lousy as fathers.  Especially on TV, all the fathers are duffuses.  
I heard two school kids bragging on the schoolyard.  One said, “My daddy can beat your daddy.”  And the other kid goes, “Big deal!  So can my Mom.”  

But nobody can beat up your heavenly Father.  Nobody!  The Bible says in Luke 1:37 “For nothing is impossible with God.”  Nothing is impossible.  

When you’re growing up, you think your dad is Superman.  As a little kid you think, “My daddy can do anything!”  But as you grow older, you realize that your father had limits to his resources when it came to allowance and there were limits to his wisdom when it came to advice.  Sometimes he was just guessing, giving it the best guess.  

But your heavenly Father really can do anything.  He can do anything!  Nothing is impossible with God.  
Ephesians 3:20 says “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”  
God says, “Think of the biggest dream for your life.  I can top that.  Think of the biggest goal for your life.  I can top that.  Think of the biggest problem you think you can ever come up against.  I can solve it.  Think of the biggest hurt you’ll ever have.  I can soothe it.”  God says, “I can handle it all.  I’m your heavenly Father and I’m close and caring and competent and I’m consistent and if you’ll trust Me, things will go a whole lot better in your life.”       

The bottom line is God can take care of His children.  And He does when we trust Him.  Because He’s caring, He’s consistent, He’s close and He’s competent.  He takes care of His children.  

-----

The obvious logical question then is, Is everybody a child of God? 
The answer is Yes and No.  If you mean, Did God create everybody?  Yes.  If you mean, Does God love everybody?  Absolutely.  If you mean, Does God have a plan and purpose for every person on the face of this planet?  Absolutely.  God is the Father of everyone in that sense.  

But it takes more than birth to be a father.  It takes a relationship.  Some of you were probably birthed by men you never met.  They are your father by creation but they are not your father by relationship and you miss it.  God says, “I have created everyone but not everyone is My child unless they have a relationship with Me.”  You were created by God but you are not in the family of God until you choose to become a part of it.  That’s a choice you can make today. 
How do I become a part of the family of God?  How do I become a child of God?  How do I get God to be my heavenly Father?  

Look at what the Bible says.  John 14:6-7 “Jesus said, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.  If you really knew Me, you would know my Father as well.’”  Jesus said, “That’s why I came to earth – to show you the Father so you could get to know God.”  

Galatians 3:26 ”We are the children of God through…  being religious.”  No, that’s not what it says.  “We are the children of God by … going to church.”  No.  “We are the children of God by … keeping the Ten Commandments.”  No.  “You are God’s children because of your faith in Christ Jesus.”  That’s the only way you get into God’s family – children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

By faith in Christ.  John 1:12 “To all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.” How do you become a child of God?  By believing and accepting.  By believing in Christ and accepting Him into your life.         

Some of you say, “I believe in Jesus.  I believe in God and Jesus.  I believe He was who He said He was.”  I say, “Congratulations!  You’re half way there.”  It takes more than believing in Jesus Christ to get into God’s family.  
You must believe and accept.  I must believe Jesus was who He said He was.  And I must accept Him into my life and say, “God, You call the shots now.  You be my Savior.  You be the manager of my life.  I’m putting on a sign that says, ‘Under new management.’  God, You’re in charge now from here on out.”  When you put your faith in Christ, you believe and you accept Him, then you get into God’s family.

Let me say a word to those of you who are fathers since this is Father’s Day.  If you want to be a great earthly father, the single best decision you can make is to believe and accept Jesus as the director of your life, so that God will become your perfect Heavenly Father. Accepting God as your heavenly father will be a huge step in making you a great earthly father. 
And, if you are a father (and I say this to mother’s too), the greatest thing you can do for your children is introduce them to their heavenly Father.  You may teach them to be a Little League All-Star.  You may raise them up so they get straight A’s and go to Harvard.  They may become famous and make a million bucks and become well know and live a happily ever-after kind of life.  But if you don’t introduce them to their heavenly Father, you have failed in your single greatest task, and that is to get them to know Christ so they can have a get right with God, live a life with eternal significance, and go to heaven when they die.
I once read a profile of 50 of the most famous atheists in the world – Sigmund Freud and others.  They only had one thing in common.  Every one of them hated their dad.  Every one of them had a terrible relationship with their father.  That is not an accident.  It is true that as we grow up we are often warped, shaped by our own relationships.  

You say, “It’s a little late.  My kids are already grown and married and they’ve got their own kids.”  It’s never too late!  You need to go home today on Fathers Day, pick up the phone and apologize.  You need to say, “I’m sorry.  I never told you about the most important thing in life.  I wasn’t even a believer when you were growing up.  I didn’t tell you about your heavenly Father.  And even though I wasn’t always consistent, He is.  Even though I wasn’t always there for you, He is.  And by getting to know Jesus Christ, you can go to heaven.  I know Him now and I’m going to heaven and the thought of me being in heaven without my kids is unbearable.”  

This is serious stuff, folks.  If your kids don’t know the Lord, you ought to pray every moment of your life and make it a major goal.  If you love them you will do everything you can to introduce them to their heavenly Father.  

God is the caring father, competent father, close father, and consistent father that we’ve always desired – always hungered for.  He wants to be your father – and he will be, if you will say “Yes” to him, by saying “Yes” to Jesus.

Prayer:


 “Dear God, I want You to be my heavenly Father and I want to be Your child.  I ask You to adopt me into Your home.  I want to be spiritually born into Your family through Jesus Christ.  Jesus, I don’t understand it all but I accept You as the way to the Father.  I want You to be in charge of my life to guide me and direct me.  Thank You that You are a loving Father.  Thank You that You are a caring Father.  Thank you that You are consistent.  Thank You that You are competent and that You can handle all the problems that I give to You.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.”  

