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 “(I) pray that out of his glorious riches (God) may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 

Eph. 3:16-19 (NIV)

The most important thing you believe in life is what you believe about God.  It affects every other area of your life.  It affects how you deal with your past.  It affects how you face the future.  It affects how you live today.  What you believe about God affects every other area of your life.  

The problem is most people have an inaccurate picture of God.  They really don’t know what He’s like.  Some people think God is like a impersonal force –“May the force be with you!”  He’s some distant deity.  Some people think God is a judgmental parent who’s always unpleasable.  Some people think of God as some cruel tyrant.  Some people think He’s a pushover.  

The problem with this is: When you don't understand what God is really like, you fall into one of two mistakes.  You deny Him and say, “I don’t believe in God.”  I’ve had people tell me they don’t believe in God and I always ask, “Tell me what kind of God you don’t believe in because I might not either.”  They say, “I don’t believe in a God who does this or this…” and I say, “I don’t either.  In fact that’s not what the Bible says.”  I would never try to defend a God who isn’t really God.  Sometimes when we don’t understand what God is really like, we deny Him.

And sometimes when we don't know what God is really like we just create our own little god.  A lot of people have said to me, “I like to think of God as…” and then fill in the blank.  They have their description.  May I respectfully submit to you that what you think about God, your opinion about God really doesn’t matter.  Because you’re just guessing. My opinion about God doesn’t matter.  I could just be guessing.  

What matters is the truth.  If you don’t have a true understanding about what God is really like, then you build your life on a faulty foundation that’s going to collapse the first time you have a major conflict.  

I want us to look at what God says about Himself.  I have no doubt that if more people really understood what God is really like, they would love Him, they would trust Him, they would want to follow His plan for their lives. 
 At the end of this service today I’m going to explain how you can begin a relationship with God and I hope you’ll take that first step at the end of that service, step across the line and say, “Now I want to begin a relationship to God because now I understand what He’s really like.”

The other day I saw a bumper sticker that said, “God cares about you.”  But how do I know that’s true?  The answer is that God has proven His care for you repeatedly over and over in countless ways.  Today, as we celebrate Easter, I want us to look at three of those ways. 
I.  God cares enough about you to reveal Himself.  
There’s only one way that you and I could ever know anything about God and that is if He chooses to let us know about Himself, if He chooses to reveal Himself in ways that we can understand.
Fortunately God does want you to know about Him.  He wants you to know what He’s like.  He wants to have a relationship with you so He has dropped us some clues.  How does God let us know what He’s like? 

A couple of ways.


One way is through creation.   When we look at the world around us we can learn about God just by looking at the world, at the universe.  For instance, we know that God is organized, that He has a certain alignment of the planets; that we’re just the right distance from the sun so life is possible.  
We know, by looking at nature, that God is powerful.  Look at the power of God and the power of nature in the sun, the wind, in ocean waves, the power in just a single atom, and we can see the power that God has since He created the universe.

We know, that God is creative, that God loves variety, likes different things.  He’s created all these different species, these different smells, these different tastes.  God is a very creative God.

We know that God loves beauty.  He created all these colors and created eyes to be able to enjoy them.  God created beauty.  He made my wife!  

But the most important things that you need to know about God you can’t learn from nature.  With nature alone we would have a limited view of God.  So God came up with a second way to reveal Himself, so we would know what He’s like.

Two thousand years ago, God came to earth in human form so humans could understand Him.  If I wanted to communicate to ants, I’d have to become an ant.  God wanted to communicate to humans; He became a human.  And His name is Jesus Christ.  

Luke 2:32 “Jesus is the light who revealed God to the nations.”  
God came to earth in human form named Jesus to reveal what God is really like.  We look at Christ we can say, “That’s what God is really like!”  
Colossians 1:15  “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.”  Jesus Christ came to earth to reveal what God is like.

Jesus said, (John 14:9) “Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.”  
That’s a pretty audacious statement when you think about it.  In fact, Jesus made a lot of amazing statements.  He said, “I am the way the truth and the life.  Nobody comes to the Father but by Me. … I’m the door…. I’m the bread of life … I’m the water of life…” He said, “I’m it!  If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen God.”

That brings up a critical question.  Was He telling the truth?  Or was He just a big con man? 

The most important issue you will ever have to settle in your life is, “Is Jesus Christ God or fraud?”  Your answer to that question will determine not only the rest of your life but it will determine your eternity.  

You say, “I want a middle ground.  I want to say Jesus is a great man, a great teacher, a great prophet.”  But He didn’t claim that.  He claimed to be God.  And good teachers would not claim to be God.  
If I stood up here tonight and said, “My name is Jeff Wildrick and I’m a good teacher.  Listen to what I have to say,” you could buy that.  But if I stood up here and said, “My name is Jeff Wildrick and by the way, I’m God.”  Does that change the situation a little bit?  Does, all of a sudden, that force you to make some kind of decision – He’s who He says He is or He’s wacko; He’s God or a fraud.  

How do I know that He’s God and not a fraud?  Jesus said, “I’m going to prove it.  I’m going to prove it by letting them kill Me.  I’m going to stretch out My arms on a cross and die for the sins of everybody in the world.  Then three days later, after I’ve died and been buried in the grave, I’m going to come back to life and prove that I am who I say I am.”  
And that’s exactly what He did.  And that’s what over a billion people will celebrate this weekend at Easter.  That’s why history is divided into A.D. and B.C. because He did exactly what He said He’d do.  He came back.  He walked around the streets of Jerusalem.  The Bible says that one time over 500 people saw Him.  He proved it.

[By the way, the evidence of the resurrection is overwhelming, and I’ve talked about it on other Easter mornings.  Since I can’t go through it all today, I’ve put a list of three books in the bulletin for you.  Two are written by Josh McDowell.  He was a lawyer and an atheist, and many years ago he set out to use all of his skills as a lawyer to prove that Jesus did not rise from the dead.  You know what happened?  After he examined all of the evidence, he became convinced that Jesus really was who he said he was and he really did rise from the dead, just the way the Bible says. And he fell on his knees, asked God to forgive him, and asked Jesus to be the director of his life.

The other book is written by Lee Strobel.  Lee was an award winning investigative reporter – and an atheist. He also set out to prove that the Bible and the story of Jesus’ resurrection was bunk.  He too discovered that if you’re willing to go where the evidence leads you, you can’t help but believe that what Jesus said about himself was true and that he really did rise from the dead.

More Than a Carpenter, by Josh McDowell
Evidence That Demands a Verdict, by Josh McDowell
The Case for Easter: Journalist Investigates the Evidence for the Resurrection, by Lee Strobel.]
That is why we celebrate Easter.  That’s why we’re here and why people will gather in churches all around the world.  Jesus proved He was who He said He was.  

The question is, “What do we know about God now because of Jesus Christ?”

We know a lot more.  We know that God made you for a purpose.  You’re not an accident. You’re mom and dad may not have planned you, but God did.  We know that God has a plan for your life.  We know that He wants to forgive you, that He wants to have a relationship with you and He cares deeply about you.  Amazing things we know about God because of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus often told stories to teach truths about God.  One time He did something very unusual.  He told three stories in a row with the exact same point.  Some of you are very familiar with these stories.  

The first one is the story of the lost sheep.  He says there was a shepherd who had 100 sheep.  One day, one of them gets lost so the shepherd leaves 99 saved sheep in the fold and he goes out on this search and rescue mission for the one lost sheep.  He goes out and searches high and low and up and down and finally he finds the lost sheep and brings him back safely home and throws a party.  

Then Jesus said there was a woman who had a lost coin.  She had ten coins.  She loses one of the ten coins and so she searches high and low for this coin, turns her house upside down.  She sweeps, she dusts, she looks into every room.  Finally she finds the one lost coin.  She’s so excited about it that she calls her neighbors, brings them all over and throws a party.  

Then she said there’s a third story called the lost son or the prodigal son.  He said a man had two sons and one of the sons comes to him one day and says “Dad, I want my share of the inheritance.  I’m splitting!  I’m leaving now.”  The father gives him his half of the inheritance.  The kid takes off for a foreign country and blows it.  He squanders all of his inheritance on wine, women and song and not much song.  He’s kind of messed up and he hits the bottom.  And finally, in the low life that he’s living – he’s feeding pigs in a pigsty – he says, “What am I thinking!  Even the servants in my father’s home have it better than this!”  So he comes to his senses, repents of his rebellion and goes back home to his father.  As he’s coming home, his father sees him a far way off and runs out to meet him, hugs him with open arms, kisses him on the cheeks.  He says, “We’re going to kill a fatted calf and we’re going to have a party.”

What was Jesus trying to teach in these three stories.  What’s the common denominator? 

The common denominator is that in each story something valuable was lost.  The sheep really mattered to the shepherd.  And the coin really mattered to that woman.  And obviously, the son really mattered to the father.  

Point:  You matter to God.  You really do.  He cares far more about you than you will ever understand or realize.  And in each of these three stories, in each case, there was no rest until that which was lost was rescued.  
That’s the second way that we know how much God cares about you.  He not only cares enough to reveal himself, to tell us what He’s like but …

II.  He cares enough to rescue you.  
You say, “From what?”  From a lot of things.  From purposelessness in life, and save you from yourself for one thing.  

1.  Jesus wants to rescue you from the guilt of your past.  I’ve never met anybody who doesn’t carry some level of guilt.  Everybody’s made mistakes.  We’re all imperfect.  We all blow it.  The bottom line is this: you have broken God’s laws. When you break man’s laws you pay man’s penalties.  When you break God’s laws you pay God’s penalty.  So you’ve blown it and you deserve to be punished for that wrong that you’ve done. So do I.

Here’s the good news.  “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. ”  1 Timothy 1:15

 Somebody has to pay the penalty for the things you’ve done wrong in life.  Either you or somebody else.  The good news is, God paid it Himself.  He said, “My justice demands that somebody pay for the wrongs that have been committed so that the score is even.  But My love demands that I will pay the penalty Myself.”  Every sin you have ever committed or ever will commit has been paid for by Jesus Christ on the cross.  That is good news.  You just need to accept it.  

He wants to rescue you from the guilt of the past.  Even if there were no Heaven it would be worth becoming a believer just to have a clear conscious.


2,  He came to rescue us from a meaningless life.  
Most people never really live.  They just exist.  They just go from job to job, from work to home, back and forth, back and forth.  Most people don’t have the slightest idea what their purpose in life is.  But Jesus said…
John 10:10 “I came to give life, life in all its fullness.” 
Jesus came to rescue you from meaningless life.  God made you for a purpose and God has a plan for your life.  And when you get in relationship with Him, you begin to understand what that plan is and it gets clearer and clearer. If you don’t get anything else, get this:  God made you for a purpose.  And when you find that purpose, and start living for that, making that your purpose, you’ll find personal fulfillment – fullness of life – you’ll never find pursuing any other goal.  

3.  Jesus Christ wants to rescue you from the fear of death.  
The Bible says,  “Jesus set free those who were slaves all their lives because of their fear of death.”  This is a general, universal fear – the fear of death.  If you ever want to blow somebody’s mind, invite them over for coffee and say, “Let’s talk about death!”  It’s not a subject you want to talk about.  

For a Christian, death is just a transfer.  The question is, Can you say that you’re not afraid to die because you know for certain where you’re going when you die?  This is what Easter is all about.  Jesus Christ broke the power of death and as a result that’s why we celebrate.  He said, “I am the resurrection and the life and he who believes in Me shall never die.“  That’s going to be the end of your body but it will not be the end of you because you were made to last forever.  

Jesus Christ did everything possible to get you into Heaven, even to die on the cross.  He came to rescue you.  Why?  Because Heaven is a perfect place.   The Bible says no suffering, no sorrow, no weeping, no crying.  
You say, “I think I’m good enough to get to Heaven.  How good do you have to be?”  You have to be perfect because Heaven is a perfect place.  You don’t stand a chance and neither do I.  So God sent Jesus Christ, lived a perfect life, died for our sins so that I can get in on His ticket.  He’s our savior.  He’s our rescuer.  He cares about you that much.  

What do you have to do to get into Heaven?

 “The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Rom. 6:23 (NLT)

You don’t have to understand it all.  You just need to grab onto it.  It’s kind of like when somebody throws you a lifesaver.  You don’t say, “Will this hold me up?  How did you get it here?”  You just grab onto it if you’re drowning.  You don’t have to understand it all.  You just grab onto it and say, “I want it!” and accept it.  

A little boy went to church one Sunday and sat on a bench next to old man who looked upset. The little boy said to the man, "Sir, do you need to get saved?" The man startled said abruptly, "I’ll tell you I’ve been a Deacon in this church for over 30 years and Chairman of Deacons for 15 years." The little boy responded, "Sir , it don’t matter what you done, Jesus loves you and He’ll still save you!"
I have no doubt that in this sanctuary right now, there are some people here that are facing a major decision.  And I want to say to you today, that God brought you here, God planned that you would be here tonight on Easter Sunday, 2007, and He brought you here so He could get you to be quiet long enough to get your attention so He could say this to you.  Somebody cares about you.  Somebody deeply cares about every area of your life and that somebody is named Jesus Christ.  

He cares enough to reveal Himself to you to let you know what He’s like.  He cares enough to rescue you from guilt of the past, meaninglessness in the present, fear of the future, but there’s something even more amazing.  

III.  He cares enough to relate to you.  

The Bible says that you were made to have a relationship with God.  You’re on this earth not to make money, retire and die.  You were put on this earth because God made you to love you.  That’s the most amazing, mind-blowing concept that God would want to have a relationship with me.  It’s almost inconceivable.  You were made to have a relationship with God.

But something happened.  Every one of us has rejected that relationship in our own way.           We’ve had times when we’ve said, “God, I’m going to do my own thing, live my own life, I have my own dreams, my own plans, my own ambitions.”  And the relationship has been broken like a bridge that’s collapsed.  That’s why when you pray you feel like God’s a million miles away.  He is, because the bridge has been broken.  
But God didn’t leave it there.  He took the initiative to restore the relationship to you and He came to earth and sent Jesus Christ to rebuild that bridge.  Jesus is the bridge over troubled waters.  

 2 Corinthians 5:19  “God was using Christ to restore His relationship with humanity.  He didn’t hold people’s faults against them.”  
You may think you have committed the unpardonable sin, beyond redemption.  God wants to have a relationship with you.  You may have done something you’re so ashamed of and regret, but God wants to have a relationship with you.  You may have committed adultery.  You may have had an abortion.  You may have stolen to support a drug habit.  You may have gotten involved in homosexuality.  God still wants to have a relationship with you.  
There is nothing you can do that will make Him love you any less.  Nothing you can do that will make Him love you any more.  His love is based on who He is not what you’ve done.  

At the end of this message I’m going to pray a simple prayer that I prayed many years ago, and you can do it and you can begin a relationship with God today.  I’m not talking about religion.  I don’t care if you’re Catholic or Protestant or Jewish or Buddhist or whatever.  I’m talking about a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  

Romans 5:11 “Now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done for us in making us friends with God.”  
God makes us His friends.  Can you imagine that?  You can be a friend of God.  Talk about being a namedropper!  Sometimes we get our value from our association with other people.  My friend is God!  

How do you do that?  How do you have a relationship with God?  The same way you have a relationship with anybody.  You’ve got to talk to Him.  You’ve got to spend time with Him.  You’ve got to get to know Him.  You’ve got to trust Him.  One thing different about this relationship is that God understands you completely so there’s no communication breakdown.  But He does love you.

Have you ever fallen in love with somebody who didn’t love you?  Do you remember the pain you felt?  What do you think God feels when He says, “I’ve done everything possible to show My love for you and you’re going to walk away from that?”  How do you think He feels?  God has feelings too, you know.  

You have to start that relationship so you can talk and communicate and get to know Him.  It all begins with a decision, a decision that says, “I want to be committed to You.”  
Do you want to know how much God has shown He’s cared for you?  Look at this amazing promise that God has promised if you develop a relationship with Him.  
 “God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” Phil.4:19
 That’s not a promise for everybody.  God has not promised to meet everybody’s needs.  It’s for those who are in Christ Jesus, who are in a relationship with His son.  
What does “all” include?  If God’s promised to meet all my needs if I have a relationship with Him, does that include my physical needs?  Yes.  Spiritual needs?  Yes.  Emotional needs?  Of course.  Financial needs?  Yes.  Relational needs?  Yes.  It means all.  

This is such an amazing verse that next Sunday I’m going to start a series called “How God Wants to Satisfy Your Deepest Needs”.  I hope you’ll come back for that series.  It’s amazing.  If you just want to exist in life, all you need is water, air and food.  But if you’re going to live, you have ten basic needs that have to be met in order to live to the fullest.  You need to be loved.  You need to know your purpose in life.  You need healing from past hurts.  You need hope.  You need forgiveness.  You need God’s power in your life.  You need to know where you’re going when you die.  You need support and stability.  You need wisdom to make smart decisions.  God has said, “I will meet all your needs.”  Starting next Sunday we’re going to look at those.  Ten needs and how God meets them.

When you understand that God has said, “I will meet all your needs,” my reaction to that is, “What a God!”  I really want to get to know that God.  I don’t just want to know about God, I want to KNOW God.”

Here’s the question: If this is how much God cares about you, don’t you think you ought to care enough to get to know Him?  
In the Bible, Paul offers this prayer:  “May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.”  Ephesians 3:19
You can make a million bucks.  You can get your picture on the cover of Rolling Stone.  You can be famous.  You can have pleasure and take vacations every week but if you don’t know God, you’ve missed the purpose for your life.  
You can get to know God right now.  You can develop a personal relationship.  Not through religion, not through ritual, not through rules, not through regulation but through a relationship.  
That’s why God brought you here this morning.  God planned that you would be here today.  Before you were even born, God planned that you would be here.  So He could say something to you, “I care about you deeply.  I have seen every second of your life and I care about you deeply.  You matter to me.  I know everything about you and I want you to know Me.”

This is my prayer for you today at Easter, “May you be able to feel and understand how long how wide, how deep and how high God’s love really is and experience this love for yourself.”  I don’t want you to just know it.  I want you to feel it and experience it.  Everything that God has done in revealing Himself, rescuing us, relating to us, everything was done so you would come, so you would get to know Him.  

God brought you here today so you could come to Him.  What do you have to loose?  Guilt, worry, fear, boredom, bitterness, hell and a few other things!  What do you have to gain?  Everything!  Past forgiven, home in Heaven, purpose for living.  What a deal! 

I’m going to pray a prayer, the prayer I prayed many years ago when I opened my life to the Lord and I hope you’ll do it, too.  It doesn’t matter what you say.  It’s not the words, what matters is the direction of your hearts.

Prayer:

First I’m going to pray for you then you can follow me in a prayer.  Father, there are people here today who’ve never begun a relationship with You.  They know about You but they haven’t really known You.  As best as I know how, I’ve tried to communicate why You’ve sent Jesus for them.  Now I pray that You will give them the courage to make the wisest decision of their lives and open their heart to You.  I pray that they will not reject Your love but will turn to You right now.  

Now you pray.  Pray something like this in your mind.  God will hear you.  He knows your thoughts.  Say, “Dear God, today I’ve realized how much You care about me.  Thank You for loving me in spite of all my faults.  Thank You for caring enough to send Jesus so that I can know what You’re like.  I admit that I haven’t fully realized until now how much I need You in my life.  I need Your forgiveness for the things I’ve done wrong.  And I need to know the purpose that You’ve made me for.  I need to accept Your free gift of eternal life in Heaven.  Jesus Christ, I don’t understand it all but I’m amazed that You would care enough to want a relationship with me.  Today, as best as I know how, I open up my life to You.  I want to get to know You and I want to learn to trust You to meet the deepest needs in my life.  Thank You.  Amen.”
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