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Ephesians 4:11-16, Acts 6:1-7

Introduction

Today we pick up our series of re-iterating the purposes of the church. We’ve talked about worship, fellowship, and discipleship, and today we pick it up looking at the issue of ministry, or meeting the needs of the family of God. God is passionate about his family, and he’s passionate about not only meeting the needs of his family, but in empowering his children to be used by him to do that.

When members of the family of God come along to meet the needs of other family members, ministry happens, helping the Body of Christ and honoring the Father.

I’ve said before that just like an earthly father, the Father in heaven likes to see his children getting along. And I also believe he is pleased when he sees them coming to each other’s aid. God loves his family, and he loves seeing it function as he designed it. And one of those functions is to meet the needs of the family.

Today I want to give you three facts about developing a passion for meeting the needs of the family of God.

Fact #1: - God expects everyone to be involved in ministry.

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.  Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ,... Ephesians 4:11-12
Misconception: the pastor is supposed to do it all.

Truth: the pastor’s job is to train others to do the work.

Is this news to you? It’s not news to me, but one of the things that’s been on my heart for the last couple of years is how to develop our church into a body that really ministers. One of my goals for the church this year is to bring in tools to help all of us become involved in the ministries of the church, especially ministry that takes place outside of this building.

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10
Let me show you an exciting example of what can happen when the people get involved in meeting the needs of the family of God

Let’s think for a few minutes about what we read in Acts chapter 6.  
There was a legitimate need, no question, but the leadership could not take away from their primary task to meet this need. So they came up with a solution - involve those most able to meet the need! Who’da thunk it?

Let’s see - here’s a need, here are some people to fill it - NAHHHH!!! That’s waaaaayyy too simple of a solution. It’s gotta be more complicated than that! After all, we’re sophisticated people.

People who are full of the Spirit, and enabled for ministry in this way are needed today, just like they were needed back then.

And the result?
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. Acts 6:7
You know what I think? I think this growth is a direct result of people seeing the love that followers of Jesus had for each other, meeting their needs.

Listen, our church has a remarkable staff doing remarkable ministry.  Karl, Alex, Silvio, Anna, Charles, Ned.  But even if you add up all the hours we can dedicate to the gospel, it’s not enough to really be a transforming power for Jesus Christ in this community.  Our job, our purpose, is to equip and support you in ministry!

Let me invite you to step up like these people in the book of Acts, and experience the wonder of watching God work through you as you work to meet the needs of the Body of Christ.

The first fact about ministry and meeting the needs of the family of God is that God expects everyone to be involved in ministry, in some form or another. We’re going to talk about some options a little later.

But let’s move on to the second fact about ministry and that is that...

Fact #2 - Ministry has purpose.

Ministry is not just something the family of God does because it’s what we’re "supposed" to do. Ministry has purpose. 

Let’s look at just a couple of them, okay? One purpose of ministry is that...

1. The body of Christ would be unified.

... This (that is, the ministry of equipping God’s people for service) will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son... Ephesians 4:13a
Why is the unity of the church important?

You all know the phrase, "There’s strength in numbers." Well, it’s true, and it’s no more true than in the body of Christ.

Ecclesiastes tells us that a strand of three cords is not what? Easily broken.

Hebrews tells us to not give up meeting together because there’s strength and encouragement in being with other believers.

But part of that strengthening comes when members of the Body of Christ come alongside another member in need. Another purpose for getting involved in the lives of others in ministry is for...

2. Maturity in Christ.

... that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. Ephesians 4:13b
You know what, this is a puzzler for me, and maybe you can explain it to me. We all know people who have been believers for years, but have never gotten past being able to handle milk from the Word of God. They may have been saved for years and years, but they are still spiritual babies, never really maturing in their understanding of Jesus and the Bible.

Well, one of the purposes of ministry is to help people become mature in their faith. Like in a big family, part of the job of the big brothers and sisters is to help the younger brothers and sisters to learn and to grow.
Our goal at First Presbyterian Church of Dunellen is to be a church filled with people who are always striving to be more mature in Christ.

One of the purposes of ministry is to help that happen. We need to help people develop strong spiritual muscles so they can grow secure in their faith, live fulfilling lives in Jesus Christ, and make a difference for God in our world.

Let’s move on to the third fact about ministry and developing a passion to meet the needs of God’s people, and that is...

Fact #3 - Ministry brings great results!

I think when most people think of ministry, it generally deals with meeting the physical and emotional needs of a person who is hurting, lonely, hungry, or whatever. These are legitimate needs that need attention. But contrary to popular belief, ministry and service do not end with meeting physical and emotional needs.

Ministry has a spiritual component to it, and we should enter ministry situations with the goal of not only alleviating other types of issues, but addressing spiritual issues as well.

Let’s look very quickly at three results ministry can have that we can find from our passage in Ephesians:

1. Ability to discern truth from error.

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth.  Ephesians 4:14
Does anyone here think there is any false teaching about God in our world today?  Does anyone think that any of those false ideas might sometimes worm their way into the church as well?

I’m willing to bet that everyone in here is like me in at least one respect: you don’t like be made to look like a fool. We’d like to think that we can sort out truth from error, that nothing will fool us.

But let me tell you, folks. Unless you’re growing in your walk with Christ, you’re open to being deceived. If you always remain immature in your relationship with Christ through the Bible, or if you become complacent in your relationship with Christ, not allowing the Holy Spirit to speak to you through the Word, because you think you’ve got it altogether, you are opening yourself up.

There’s a series of commercials on right now from AOL about protecting your computer from viruses. The message of the commercial is that if you are not continually updating your anti-virus software, you are vulnerable.

Same thing here. You need to keep updating your relationship with Christ, staying fresh, so you can learn the difference between truth and error.

Involvement in ministry helps us not only sharpen our own swords, but those of others as well.

The second result we can find from involvement in ministry is...

2. Maturity in life and language.

Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.  Ephesians 4:15
We’ve talked a good bit about maturity in life, but let me touch on the issue of maturity in language. Circle the phrase, "speaking the truth in love." It’s one thing to speak the truth, it’s another to speak it in love.

Did you know that you can speak the truth in the wrong way? It’s true.

When you need to confront someone, can you do it in a way that the other person can see that you love them, or do they only see your need to be right about everything? A person who speaks the truth in love does so with the desire not to be proven right, but the desire to see someone grow in Christ and Christlikeness.

3. A healthy body.

He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.  Ephesians 4:16
What do I mean by a healthy body? Well, for one thing, a healthy body is always growing.  It is growing because it is well fed, well exercised, and well loved.  

A healthy church means things like being loving to others in the body and to guests. It also means a church made up mostly of people who are serious about living for Jesus and not just offering lip-service. I think it means a church made up of people who think of others before themselves. I think you get the picture.

You know one of the things I like about this church here? You folks stick around and visit, sometimes long after the service, and it’s not just because your husbands are counting the money or whatever! You actually like each other! What a concept!

Okay - the first fact about ministry is what? That God expects everyone to be involved in ministry.

What’s the second fact about ministry? That ministry has purpose.

And the third fact? Ministry brings great results. Okay. Now let’s look at some...

Ways to get involved in ministry:

* Find your spiritual S.H.A.P.E.

Spiritual Gifts

Heart

Ability

Personality

Experience

Please make the effort to find out what God has shaped you to do.

The second way to get involved in ministry is to...

* Actively look for ways to meet a need.
One of the best signs of a healthy church is when someone sees a need and gets going to meet it. They see a need and they take action.

Don’t wait for me to call you with a need, because you know what? I don’t always get called!

If you see a need, take action. If you think it’s something that the church as a whole should be part of, then call me or one of the board members, and we’ll get something going if we think it’s something God would have us do. A third way to get involved is to...

* Ask God to bring opportunities your way!

If you’re wondering how God can use in ministry, then start praying for God to put some people into your path.

But only do that if you’re serious about it! God likes to answer those kinds of prayers, because he is concerned for the health of the Body.

And lastly...

* Talk to Stan!

If you’re looking for an area to serve in, come see Stan – or talk with me. We’ll talk with you, help you discover the spiritual gifts God has given you, and look for ways to use them. I’d love to do that! Talk to Stan.

This fall, take C.L.A.S.S. 301

Conclusion

I mentioned earlier in the message that I can’t do it all, and that the Bible says I’m not supposed to do it all.

So as we get ready to leave, I want you to examine your own life to see if God is asking you to possibly get involved in the ministries of First Presbyterian Church.

Maybe you’re a person who just loves visiting shut-ins. Come talk to me about that. I need help in that area. 

Maybe you’ve got the gift of hospitality, and you’d love to open your home to others for fellowship or a Bible study.

Maybe you love children and would like to work in the nursery or in our children’s ministries.

Maybe it’s nothing like the nursery or opening your home or visiting shut-ins.

Maybe you’ve overcome something in your life, like an addiction or something, and you want to offer help to others. Please talk to me about that.

Or maybe you have the spiritual gift of faith, and you can pray for others. Whatever your gifts, I want to do everything possible to help anyone here use the gifts God has given you in service for him.

But here’s the bottom line of everything I’ve said today: God expects the family of God to do the work of ministry. All of the Body of Christ is supposed to be involved in some form of ministry.

If you have never really given it much thought and prayer, let me encourage you to do that, because there is no joy like sensing the pleasure of God when you are using the gifts he’s given you for his glory and to expand his kingdom.

Take a moment now to look at the last question on your sermon outline.  “This week I will take this step to become actively involved in the ministry of Christ’s church:

Let’s pray. 

